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lands should be distributed among the several 
States, in any proportion or degree, or if an oppo- | 
site principle prevailed, let, it be declared by the | 
should bear | 


House, by a vote which, on its face, 
a settied permanency. ; 
Again, the scheme of graduating the price of | 
ublic lands would be found intimately connected 
with this. {It was also very important that that 
uestion should be determined, not that he con- 
sidered it so very important that the public lands 
should be‘sold for one dollar and twenty-five cents 
at first, seventy-five cents after a certain lapse of 
time, fifty cents some years thereafter, and twen- 
five cents at the end of another period, &c. 
That was not so important aquestion as the other, 
but still it was one that should be settled in one 
way or the other. The inhabitants of the new 
States should be emancipated from their present 
state of uncertainty in regard to this subject; or, 
in place of that, they should be assured they need 
no longer rationally expect the relief for which 
they had been petitioning for years. He consid- 
oa prompt action of more importance either 
way, though he himself would give his voice for 
the graduation system, provided it could settle the 
uestion. 

There was also another question of very grave 
importance which ought to be determined, and 
that was, the right of the first settlers or ‘* pre- 
emptioners,”’ as they had been termed. ere 
they to suffer these settlers to become accumulated 
on their western borders until they became too 
strong to be controlled by legislative action? That 
question ought to be settled. Was it not equita- 
ble and just that the inhabitants of every State in 
the Union should know if this was to be the policy 
of the country, so that they might, by pushing 
their young families out to the West, in their turn 
be entitled to this privilege? He was himself not 

repared to sustain that practice, but still it was 

ter that the principle should be settled, either 

by adopting or abolishing it. Justice to that 

ass of settlers also demanded it, as well as jus- 

tice and equity to the other inhabitants of the 
States. 

Mr. B. repeated that he regarded the permanent 
settlement of these questions as of far more import- 
ance, in a legal and economical point of view, than 
how the question should be settled. He was ready 
to reduce the price of the public lands, according 
to some ratio of time in which they had been in 
market, for he believed it to be the only way by 
which they could get rid of the land in the new, 
or rather in the old new States; and he thought 
he could show gentlemen, who had stood out 
against that system, that it was their interest to 
do so no longer. 

Mr. B. said he was ent to move ——- 

ne this subject, or to lay it upon the table, 
pater that the. States might be called for reso- 
lutions, and he would give the members from 
States behind Tennessee the assurance that he 
would, himself, waive a resolution he himself was 
desirous of submitting. Mr. B. then moved that 
the subject be postponed till this day fortnight, or 
he would move to lay it on the table, if any gen- 
tleman thought it better. 

Mr. BOYD thereupon made the latter motion. 

Mr. C. ALLAN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Before taking the question, the House passed 
to the orders of the day. 

COMMUNICATION FROM NAVY DEPART- 
MENT. 

The SPEAKER laid before:the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, em- 
racing a statement of the names of the officers of 
the Navy who, during the year 1836, have received 
orders for service, and asked to be excused; which, 

on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following engrossed bills were taken up, 
rec.d the third time, and passed: 


MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 1837. 


An act for the relief of John Jefferds; 

An act for the relief of John E. Wool; 

An act for the relief of Wealthy Baker, widow 
of Isaac Baker, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Philip F. Wolf; 

An act granting a pension to Captain William 
Beard; 

An act for the relief of John P. Becker; 

An act for the relief of Hannah Hazard; 

An act for the relief of Findley Kellock; 

An act for the relief of Alexander Gibson; 

An act for the relief of Josiah Strong; 

An act to authorize certain railroad companies 
to construct railroads through the public lands in 
the Territory of Florida; 

An act to amend the charter of the Potomac 
Insurance Company of Georgetown; 

An act for the relief of William Christy; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joseph Young, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Captain F. A. Barker; 

An act for the relief of Green Prior, heir of 
Peter Prior; 

An act for the relief of James Brown and John 
—e half-breeds of the Cherokee nation of In- 

ians; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Isaac Williams, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Charles W. Pickering; 

An act for the relief of Jerah Fenner; 

. os act for the relief of Peter Harmony, of New 
ork; 

An act for the relief of H. & D. Cotheal, of 
New York; and 

An act for the relief of James Keytes. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Allison was 
taken up and rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Lee was taken 
up and ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-morrow. 

The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of N. and L. Dana & Co.; and after a debate, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Monpay, January 16, 1837. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the 6th instant, and 
showing the amount of undrawn appropriations 
remaining in the Treasury on the Ist of January. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the communi- 


cation was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
ROBINSON, 
GRUNDY, TOMLINSON, DAVIS, WHITE, 
PRENTISS, and KING, of Georgia. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the citizens of Waterford, New York, praying 
that a survey may be made of the ship channel of 
the Hudson river, from the city of New York to 
the head of tide water, and for the erection of 
buoys and beacons; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a 
Samuel Raub, Jr., of Ww; 
stating that he has made such an improvemnnt in 
the construction of steam-boilers as to prevent 
their explosion, and he asks the attention of Con- 


etition from 


ess to his iavention; which was referred to the | 


ommittee on Roads and Canals. 


ALLMADGE, RUGGLES, | 
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Mr. FULTON presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Arkansas, praying Congress to 
pass a law granting a quarter section of land to 
each settler upon the western frontier of the State 
of Arkansas, for the purpose of giving security 
and protection to that frontier, and for the purpose 


|| of defense; which was referred. 


Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from R. J. 
Johns, of New York, praying a repeal of the duty 
on watches; which was referred. 

Mr. KENT presented a memorial from several 
insurance companies of Baltimore, praying Con- 
gress to pass an act authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to discount their certificates issued 
by the commissioners under the late treaty of in- 
demnity with France; which was referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the peti- 


| tion of General Nathan Arbuckle, reported a bill 


for his relief; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to be printed, together with the report of 
the committee. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 


| Judiciary, moved that it be discharged from the 
| further consideration of the petition of James E. 


Bayard; which motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred a resolution to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a Board of 
Commissioners to examine claims before their 
presentation to Congress, reported ‘**A bill to 
establish a Board of Commissioners to hear 
and establish claims against the United States;’’ 
which was read the first time, and ordered to a 


| second reading. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill to extend the 


| jurisdiction of the district court of the United 
| States in the State of Arkansas; also, a bill for 


the relief of the heirs of Francis Caszo; both of 
which bills were read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition 
of L. D. Goody, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read the first time, and ordered toa 
second reading. 


Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, reported a resolution authorizing the 
| Secretary of War to make examination into the 
| improvements in fire-arms made by Cochran and 
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ilkesbarre, Pennsy!vania, || 


| which was considered and agreed 


others, in accordance with the resolution offered 
by Mr. P. a few days ago. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. WALL offered the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day for considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate ‘‘ the sur- 
vey of Crow Shoal in the Delaware, to ascertain 
the practicability of erecting a breakwater or 
stone pier,’’ made in pursuance of the law of the 


| last session, and the report of the engineer, and 


other papers relating to the same. 


Mr. SWIFT offered the following resolution; 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
‘«Structed to inquire into the eae placing 
the name of William Cooley, an officer of the 
army of the Revolution, on the pension roll. 


Mr. RUGGLES offered the following resolu- 
tions; which lie on the table one day for con- 


Also, a memorial from a number of hardware || sideration: 


dealers of Philadelphia, asking for the repeal of || 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


certain provisoes of the tariff act, which bear un- || instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 


equally upon them. 


| thorizing a sale of the building in Bath, in the 


Also, a memorial from a number of individuals || State of Maine, occupied for a custom-house, and 
interested in the coal trade, similar to those which || an application of the proceeds, with other neces- 


he had already presented. Both these memorials 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


sary sums, to the erection of a custom-houge at 


| that place. 
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Resolved, That the Commissioner of Patents be 


included among the privileged persons entitled to 
admission on the floor of the Senate. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice 


iven, introduced ua bill to incorporate the Howard | 


nstitution of the city of Washington; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The following bills were read the third time and 


passed: 
The bill giving the assent of Congress to the 


| 


the Alexandria and Fredericksburg Railroad Com- 


pany; : 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Miller; 

The bill to authorize the Washington County 
Turnpike Company, in the State of Missouri, to 
locate a road through the public lands; 

The bill to authorize the East Florida Railroad 
Company to construct a railroad through the pub- 
lic lands; and 

The bill to alter the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the United Siates for the fifth circuit 
holden at Raleigh, North Carolina. 


TEXAS. 
The resolution submitted a few days since by 
Mr. Davis, asking information from the President 


of the United States in relation to Texas, was 
taken up, considered, and agreed to. 


EXPUNGING RESOLUTIONS. 


ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
which was Mr. Benron’s resolution to expunge 
from the Journal of the Senate the resolution of 
the 28th March, 1834, censuring the President for 
having removed the deposiis from the Bank of 
the United States. 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate at great length 
agaist the resolution. 
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Moore, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tom- 
linson, and Webster—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 


'dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Mor- 


ris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Rug- 


gles, Strange, Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, 


| 


all, White, and Wright—26. 
So the motion to adjourn was lost. 
Mr. BAYARD then addressed the Senate, 


'}and was followed by Messrs. HENDRICKS, 


it Cot | STRANGE, and EWING, of Ohio. 
act of the Legislature of Virginia incorporating || 


Mr. Henpricks said, that at this late hour it 
would be out of place to attempt an argument or 


| a speech to the Senate, and such was not his pur- 


Mr. DANA, in reply to some remarks of Mr. | 


Cray, said: I rise, sir, only to reply to a single 


observation from the honorable genileman from | 


Kentucky. 
tion of this honorable body to the remarks of a siz 
weeks’ Senator—to one, no inconsiderable part of 
the territory of the State he represenis is in the 


possession of a foreign Power—and gratuitously | 


advised him to exert his talents in the benevolent 
act of reclaiming it. Sir, (said Mr. D.,) I admit 
that | hold my seat on this floor by a temporary 
appointment; but, sir, | would have that gentle- 
man to know, and distinclly to wnderstand, that 


He has been pleased to call the atten- | 


whether I hold my seat for siz weeks or six years, | 


I am not to be intimidated from a performance of 
my duty by him, nor any other gentleman. No, 
sir; the State from which I come has stamped her 


disapprobation on this resolution—she has, sir, ine | 


structed her Senators to vote for expunging it; 
and I considered it my duty to express my views 
on the subject. I have done so; and now, sir, am 
1 to be pointed owt publicly asa Senator of six weeks, 
and be called to an account for not expelling a 
foreign Power? Such remarks were not to be 
expected from the once popular Mr. Clay. Nor 
can | conceive of any reason for his doing if, un- 
less it be that he had fotally failed of shaking the 
legal and constitutional positions | had laid down, 
and thus escaped from them in a personal attack. 
But, sir, the gentleman mistakes me. I shall fear- 


lessly and conscientiously discharge the duties | 


and responsibilities I owe to my State. Sir, I re- 
gret that a part of its territory is in the possession 
of a foreign Power; but that gentleman is the last 
who should name it; for, if | mistake not, sir, the 
misfortune is to be traced directly to the measures 
of that honorable gentleman himself, when he held 
a different station from the one he now occupies— 
when, sir, if he held not the throne, he was greater 
than the throne. But, sir, that day is gone—for- 
ever gone—never to return. 


The debate was further continued by Mr. BU- | 


CHANAN; and Mr. DANA made a few remarks 
in reply to what fell from Mr. Preston the other 


wn 
r. BAYARD next took the floor, and moved 
an adjournment. 


On which motion Mr. BENTON asked for the | 


yeas and nays; which wereordered. , 


pose in the few words he had at present to say. It 
had been his intention, some time ago, to have 
troubled the Senate with his views somewhat at 
large on this subject, but he would content him- 
self with saying a very few words; and this was 
perhaps necessary, owing to the peculiar position 
he occupied in relation to the proposition before 
the Senate. It would be recollected that he had 
voted against the resolution of 1834, so much com- 
plained of, and which it was now proposed to 


| expunge from the Journals of the Senate. He did 
|| so for many of the reasons contained in the pre- 


amble now before us. In some of the reasons, 
however, contained in that preamble he did not 
concur, and of course could not vote forit. For 


|, some of the reasons contained in that preamble he 
could most cheerfully vote. No member of the 
The hour of one having arrived, the Senate pro- | 


Senate more than himself (said Mr. H.) regretted 


| the passage of that resolution; no one could have 


been more opposed to it. He viewed it as an ap- 
pie of discord set in motion—a firebrand thrown 


into the community, calculated to do more harm | 


than any other measure proposed at that eventful 
session; and he now believed that it had done 
more harm in exciting party spirit to its present 
dangerous height than any other measure which 
could have been proposed. 

The danger apprehended to the Constitution by 
this act of expunging, (said Mr. H.,) is a natural 


consequence of the measure of 1834; as much so || 


as that one act of violence should succeed another. 
A party in power to-day, and who shall use that 
power indiscreetly, will be sure to meet with 
retaliation as soon as the opposite party shall 
triumph. Hence, violent measures of this kind 


| are sure to succeed each other in the mutations of 


party power, as effect is to follow cause. 

Much, however, as he was opposed to the res- 
olution of 1834, he could not vote to expunge it 
from the Journals. That was a question, in his 
opinion, having nothing to do with the merits of 
the original proposition. The question before 


the Senate was one of power to expunge the || 


Journal, no matter what that Journal might be. 
He thought that no such power existed in the 
Senate . anywhere else; and his oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States was impera- 
tive, and prohibited him from giving any such 
vote, whatever may have been his opinion of the 
resolution proposed to be expunged. It was, in 
his view of the Constitution, as much our duty to 
keep and preserve the Journals of our unconsti- 
tutional proceedings, if such there be, as of any 
other. Our constituents have as much right to 
know our bad acts as our good ones, because it is 
for these they will call us to account; and it 
would be strange doctrine to say that we could 
shield ourselves from responsibility by expunging 
them from the Journal. ‘The argument, then, of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the resolu- 
tion of 1834 was unconstitutional, and, therefore, 
ought to be expunged, did not in the least relieve 
his mind. He understood, too, that this was the 
basis of the votes of other members of the Senate 
in favor of expunging. Much as he disapproved 
of the resolution of ’34, he believed that it was 
constitutional, and that it was such a proposition 
as the Senate might entertain and adopt. Hesaw 
nothing unconstitutional about it. It might, or it 
might not, be considered an abstract proposition. 
It has indeed remained as a mere declaratory 
expression of the Senate, but it might have been 
the basis of legislation. Whether it be true or 
false, was a matter of opinion. Those who voted 
for it, unquestionably believed its affirmation to 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black,Calhoun,Clay, | be true. They believed that the Presiden 
Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, 


7 J anuary 16, 


t had, 


| in relation to the revenue, exercised authority and 


|| power not conferred by the Constitution and laws 
|| but in derogation of both. ‘They who had voted 
|| against it believed that the authority and power 
|| exercised by the President was not in derogation 
|| of the Constitution and laws; and however much 
| he might have dissented, on the ground of expe- 
| diency, from that which had been done, he never 
| doubted the constitutidnal and legal power of the 
President to do what he did. 

It had been said (continued Mr. H.) that the 
resolution of 1834 contains impeachable matter 
ageinst the President, and that on this account it 
is not entitled to a place on the Journals. He 

| did not think, however, that it contained any 
| impeachable matter. It charged no evil-or corrupt 
| intention, which was the essential ingredient of 
impeachable matter. He referred to the case of 
| Peck’s trial before the Senate, and stated that the 
| absence of proof of corrupt intention was the basis 
| of his acquittal by the Senate. This had been the 
| reason of his own vote of acquittal, and this he 
| had good reason to believe was the reason of the 
| votes of acquittal generally. 
|| In voting against expunging, he did not vote to 
|| affirm the truth of the resolution of ’34. He had 
| already stated the reverse. He believed that the 
| President had the power, whatever he might think 
| of its exercise under the circumstances of that 
case. But his opinion that the resolution proposed 
to be expunged was untrue, had nothing to do 
with his duty in the present case, and could not, 
|} in any degree, influence his vote. The Senate 
| had no power to expunge the Journals. Hecould, 
| without the least difficulty, vote upon the Journals 
| of the present session a resolution to rescind that 
| of 1834, or to affirm a contrary proposition. This, 
while it would clearly assert the opinion of the 
| Senate in relation to the proceedings of ’34, it 
| would not obliterate the Journals of that day, and 
| would have the same effect. 

Mr. H. here referred to the Constitution, which 
| says that ‘* Each House shall keep a Journal of 
| * its proceedings, and from time to time publish 
| * the same, excepting such parts as may, in their 
‘ opinion, require secrecy,’’ and said that the obli- 
gation of his oath to support the Constitution of the 

nited States, made, in his conscience and judg- 


ment, his ma on the present occasion clear and 
h 


imperative. The Constitution required the Journal 
| to be kept; he could not vote to destroy, or ex- 
punge» or obliterate it. But it is contended (said 

r. FH.) that the black lines proposed to be drawn 
around the Journal of 734, will not expunge it in 
| reality; that they will take nothing away from it. 
| It will not, however, be contended that writing the 
|| words required to be written across the face of it, 
will not deface and obliterate it. 

But suppose these black lines, and this writing 
| upon the Journal of the Senate of 1834, takes noth- 
| ing away from that Journal, it wili surely not be 
| denied that a material addition will be made to it. 
The Constitution requires the Journal to be pub- 
| lished, but how was this to be published? Could 

it oe published as the Journal of 1834? No. That 
had been published three years ago. There was 
in that publication no black lines; no writing 
across the face of therecord. If you publish it as 
the Journal of 1834, you falsify the former publi- 
cation. You cannot publish it as the Journal of 
1837, because it is the Journal of 1834. There, 
and there only, are the black lines, and the libel- 
ous writing, to be found. No page of the Journal 
of 1837 contains anything like it. In what shape, 
or form, or manner, then, will you obey the in- 
junction of the Constitution in publishing a Jour- 
| nal of these proceedings? The truth is, (said Mr. 
_H..,) the more we look at this thing, the more diffi- 
| culty we must see in it; the more certainly will it 

appear to be a proceeding, not contemplated by 
the Constitution, but incompatible with it. It 


makes a case which, in the simple publication of 
| the Journal, the Constitution will not carry out. 

|| Mr. STRANGE moved to amend the preamble 
| to the resolution, by striking out of the lust para- 
graph of the first page, the words “ irregularly, 
| Ulegally, and unconstitutionally,”’ and inserting in 
| lieu thereof, ‘* was not warranted by the Constt- 
| tution, and was irregular and illegal.’’ In the 
|| second page, strike out the word ‘ unconstitu- 
‘| tional,” and insert the words ** unauthorized by 
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the Constitution.’? And in the third page, strike 
out ** violation of the Constitution,’’ and insert 
« not warranted by the Constitution.”’ 

Mr. BENTON observed that he saw some dif- 
ference between the words proposed to be inserted, 


and those already in the preamble; however, he 


was not, he said, at all tenacious on the subject; 


and he expressed his willingness to accept the 
amendments. 


The question being then taken on them, they | 


were agreed Lo. 
Mr. WEBSTER rose and briefly addressed the 


te. 
= motion of Mr. BENTON, the blank in the 
resolution was filled by inserting therein the words 
«16th of January.” ; 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution, and Mr. BENTON having asked for 
the yeas and nays, they were ordered. 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King of Alabama, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, and 
Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, 
Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, Moore, Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, 
and White—19. 

So the resolution was agreed to; and, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Secretary of 


the Senate brought to the table the Journal of the | 


Senate of 1834, and, in pursuance of the terms of 
Mr. B.’s resolution, expunged from it the follow- 
ing resolution: 


THE CO 


i be discharged. 
|| Mr. ROBINSON observed that the individual 
| stood near him, and was ready to answer any in- 

ee which the Senate might wish to put 
| to him. 


Mr. BENTON said then he would withdraw 
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i statement. If he did not choose to do so, let him | 


| his motion to discharge him, so that he might go || 


|| to the table. 

|| The CHAIR observed that the Senator had not 
‘| the power to withdraw it. 

i Mr. MORRIS remarked that it was but reason- 
| morning to prepare himself to answer the inter- 
| rogatories; and he might, too, require the aid of 
| counsel. Mr. M. hoped the Senate would now 
| adjourn. 

|| Mr. BROWN asked for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered. 


Mr. LINN would ask the Senator from Illinois || 


whether the person in custody was willing at this 
| time to answer any question which might be put 
| tohim. If so, then he was the best judge whether 
| he could answer the questions, and therefore it 
|| was not necessary that any Senator should become 
|| his advocate. 
Mr. BENTON said if the individual wished to 
| purge himself of the contempt, he was willing that 
| Ge should now answer the interrogatories which 
|| the Senate might think proper to propound to him. 
'| But he (Mr. B.) was totally against his going toa 
| lawyer for the purpose of learning whether or not 
| he meant to commit a contempt here. 


| ‘The CHAIR said that parliamentary usage 
| sanctioned the course which the Senate were now 
| taking. It had the right of protecting itself, and 


‘ : || there was no occasion for any specific charge to 
“ Resolved, That the President, in the late ex- y - 


‘ecutive proceedings in relation to the public rev- | 
‘enue, has assumed upon himself authority and 
‘power not conferred by the Constitution and 
‘jaw, but in derogation of both.”’ * 


Just as the Cuair was announcing the fact of 


the Secretary having executed the order of the | 
Senate, a disturbance took place in the gallery, | 


whereupon, 


Mr. BENTON rose and said that he would not || 


ask that the gallery should becleared, as it would | 
be acting unjustly towards those who had not par- 
ticipated in offering this contempt to the Senate. 
he Sergeant-at-Arms was then directed to | 
bring the offender or offendets to the bar. In a, 
few minutes he returned with an individual. 
Mr. BENTON moved that he be placed at the | 
bar of the Senate. 


Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays. It 1 


seemed to him that there was no use in bringing 
him to the bar, for the individual was unapprised | 
of the charge against him. | 

The yeas and nays being ordered, resulted as | 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Dana, Ewing | 
of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King of | 
Alabama, Linn, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, | 
Ruggles, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, and Wright | 
—18 


N AYS—Messrs.Buchanan, Hendricks, Moore, | 
Morris, Nicholas, Sevier, and Tipton—7. 


The motion being carried, the offender was | 
accordingly placed at the bar. 
Mr. MOORE moved that the Senate adjourn; 
which was lost. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that, as the individual 
who was committed for disorderly conduct must, | 
by this time, be pretty well rebuked in his feel-_ 
ings by being exposed to the gaze of the whole | 
Senate, he would move that he be discharged. 

Mr. MORRIS said that he considered it a most | 
unjust thing that a person brought before this | 
body should not be permitted to be heard in his | 
defense. He ought to have an opportunity of | 


| be made against the individual as to the manner 
| in which he had committed a contempt. 

In answer to a question from Mr. LINN, Mr. 
| ROBINSON replied that the individual wished to 
| be heard, but he did not say that he was prepared 
| to answer questions. 


| person in custody be forthwith discharged, and 
| asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
YEAS—Meessrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 


,| able the Senate should give him until to-morrow | 


| Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Folton, Grundy, Hen- | 


| dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Nich- 


|| Olas, Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles 
’ ’ ,’ + , 


| Sevier, Talimadge, Tipton, Walker, White and 
| Wright—23. 
NAY—Mr. Wall. 


| wished to be heard. ] 


| 

| 7 : ; 

| the Sergeant-at-Arms to discharge him forthwith. 
| The Senate then adjourned, at ten o’clock. 
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| petition of the heirs of John Campbell. 


Mr. MORRIS renewed the motion that the | 


| Seventy-two sections granted to the 


| Arkansas for colleges and academies, and to be 
[The person in custody here called out that he | permitted to relocate them on any public lands 
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Mr. ADAMS hoped the rules would not be sus- 
pended. He begged the House to recollect that 
this state of things——- 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD rose to order. The 
motion to suspend was not debatable, and he 
hoped the Chair wou'd enforce the rule. 

he Chair accordingly did so. 

Mr. ADAMS thereupon asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, 
nays 33. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolu- 
tion being received and read, 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on 
its adoption, but the House refused to order 
them; and the question being taken by tellera, was 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 125, noes 33. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by Mr. 
JONES, of Wisconsin; 

[Mr. Jones presented the petition of the citi- 
zens of Michigan City, in the State of Indians, who 
pray for the construction of a harbor at the mouth 
of Root river, in Milwaukie county, Wisconsin 
Territory. Also, a petition of citizens of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, who pray for the same improvement. 
Also, petitions of the citizens of the several cities 
of Albany, New York, and Oswego, praying for 
the construction of a harbor at the mouth of Root 
river, in Racine county, Michigan Territory. 
Also, the petitions of the citizens of Oswego, New 
York, and Sandusky City, Ohio, who pray for the 
same object. Also, the petition of citizens of 
Pike, who pray for the construction of a harbor 
at the mouth of Pike river, in Racine county, 
Wisconsin Territory, Also, a bill and report of 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
Also,a 
communication from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, transmitting certain information from the 
Governor of Wisconsin, in relation to the subject 
of holding treaties with the Sioux Indians of 
Wisconsin, for the purchase of a part of their 
country; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Mr. YELL, of Arkansas; 

(Mr. Yeux presented a memorial from the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, praying the passage of a 
law to authorize the location of a part of the 

Pertiory of 


|, not otherwise appropriated; which was referred 


| 


The CHAIR told him to begone, and ordered || to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


Also, a memorial praying the appointment of 
commissioners to review and mark out a road; a 


|| continuation of the Cumberland road from St. 


! 
| 


The first business in order (this being the day || 


assigned, under the rules, for the presentation of 
petitions and memorials) was the consideration of 


|| a memorial, presented on Monday last by Mr. 


| Joun Q. Avams, from certain citizens of Dover, 
| Massachusetts, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia. 

The question pending was the objection raised 
by Mr. Law ter to the reception of the petition, 
and 
Mr. BYNUM being entitled to the floor, yielded 
it to 

Mr. HOWARD, whostated his object in having 





| a chance to more than one half the States of this 


Louis, Missouri, to Fulton, on Red river, Ohio, 
Little Rock, via the seat of government in Ar- 
kansas; 

Also, a memorial praying an appropriation to 
complete the road from Helena to the mouth of 
Cache, where it intersects the Memphis and 
Little Rock roads; 

Also, a memorial praying an additional appro- 
priation to complete the Memphis and Little 
Rock roads; 

Also, a memorial praying an additional appro- 
priation to complete and repair the military road 


| from Little Rock to Fort Gibson, via Fort Smith, 


made the request of the gentleman, was to renew | 
the effort made by him on Saturday last, to give | 


&c.; which were referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

And, also, the petition of Lewis Evans, for re- 
muneration for property taken by a party of the 
Cherokee Indians; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Indian Affairs. ] 


Union to present petitions, of which they had | 


been deprived for some weeks. He therefore 
moved a suspension of the rule, in order to intro- 





epelaeny, of denying, the charge made against | duce a resolution, that upon this day the Speaker | 
im. 


m 
Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment; which 
motion did not 


If call the States for petitions in their reverse order. 


| The only effect of this would be to enable the 


revail. || States which had not been called upon for two or 


Mr. ROBINSON observed that the individual | three weeks to get in their petitions, and the 
thould have an opportunity given him of being | House would then come round to the point where 
heard, as it was to be presumed that every man | they then were, (as stated above.) 
was not guilty of the charge made against him | Mr. BYNUM would yield the floor with great 
until it should be proven. 

Mr. BENTON said if the individual wished to || that he did not lose his right to the floor when the 
be heard let him go to the table and make his '' subject again came up. 


pleasure for that object, on the understanding | 


Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri; 

(Mr. Asnvey presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Clay county, asking the establishment 
of a superintendency of Indian affairs on the 
western frontier; the petition of Messrs. Duncan 
and Taylor, for remuneration for goods illegally 
seized by the United States; the petition of Cath- 
arine Lowe; the petition of Lewis Berthona; and 
the petition of Thomas Wasson.-] 

Messrs. LEWIS, CHAPMAN, and LYON, 
of Alabama; 

{Mr. Lewis presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of Alabama, asking indemnity 
for spoliations committed by Creek Indians on 
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the property of the citizens of Alabama during | 
the last year; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims; a memorial of certain citizens of Ala- | 
bama on the same subject; which was referred to | 
the Committee of Ciaims; and the petition of | 
George Whitman, asking the right to import the | 
iron of certain iron steamboats free of duty; which | 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Mr. L. also presented several other 
petitions of a private nature. } | 
Messrs. MAY, CASEY, and REYNOLDS, of 
Illinois; | 
{Mr. May presented several petitions from a 
number of the inhabitants of the State of Illinois | 
and of Wisconsin Territory, praying that mail | 
route No. 3199 may be extended from George | 
McClure’s, on Fox river, to the mouth of the 
Pickatonica, on Rock river; also, petitions from | 
the inhabitants of Schuyler and Adams counties, 
Illinois, praying that mail routes be established 
as follows, to wit: From Meredosia to Warsaw; 
from ag to Peoria, and from thence to Bur- | 
lington, in Wisconsin Territory; also, the petition 
of John Newman, praying that the right of pre- | 


emption to a certain tract of land be granted him || 


for reasons therein set forth; also, a petition from 
a number of citizens of Illinois, praying that an | 
appropriation be made for a survey of the great | 
western lakes. } 

{Mr. Rernoxps, of Illinois, presented the peti- 


tion and papers of General Hargrave, of Illinois, || 


praying a pension for the time after he became | 
disabled by the wound until he received a pension; | 
also, the papers and petition of Major M. Hall, 
of Washington county, Illinois, praying compen- 
sation for property lost in the battle of 1815 at | 
New Orieans; also, the petitions of sundry citizens | 
of Randolph and Jackson counties, Illinois, pray- 
ing for an exchange of section sixteen, in township 
seven south, range five west, in the Kaskaskia 
land district in that State; and, also, the petition 


rearages of pay due her father, the late Commo- 
dore Nicholson for naval services performed by | 
him. All the foregoing petitions and documents 
were,on motion of Mr. R., referred to the appro- 
priate committees 


Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi; 





(Mr. Lane presented the memorial of James | 
W. Borchen, on the subject of French spoliations | 
prior to 1800; which was referred tothe Committee | 
on Foreign Affvirs.] 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of Lewis | 
ernwag & Co., of the members of the Indiana | 
Legislature, praying for astage route from Orleans | 
to Terre Haute; also, the petition of Mathew | 
Stewart. ] 


Messrs. GARLAND and JOHNSON, of Loui- || 


siana; 

Messrs. BOND, VINTON, THOMSON, COR- | 
WIN, KENNON, CRANE, JONES, STORER, | 
McLENE, WEBSTER, WHITTLESEY, and | 
HAMER, of Ohio; 

[Mr. Tuomson, of Ohio, presented a petition | 
from the President and Trustees of the North | 
Union School Association of Carroll county, 
Ohio; which was referred to the Committee on | 
the Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions, praying for a mail route | 
from Wellsville, in Columbiana county, to Bolivar, 
in Starke county, in the same State; which were | 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. 

Also, a letter from the Third Auditor, estab- | 
lishing the claim of William B. Irish; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. ] 

{[Mr. Joves, of Ohio, presented a memorial 
from the managers of the Colonization Society | 
of Fredericksburg, Wayne county, Ohio, asking 
the aid of Congress in carrying into effect the 
objects of said society; which memorial he moved | 
to refer to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia.]) 

r. PINCKNEY moved that the memorial be 
jaid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for its reading, and it was 
accordingly read by the Clerk. 

Mr. PINCKNEY then called for the yeas and 
pays on his motion to lay on the table; which were 





ordered, and were—yeas 130, nays 49748 followe: | 
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| YEAS—Mesers. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, | 


Ashley, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, 
Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, John 
_Calhoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, Chaney, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, Cleveland, Connor, Craig, Cushman, De- 
berry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, 
| Elmore, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, French, Fry, 
Fuller, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, 


Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, || 


Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Harlan, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
| Howard, Howell, Hubley, Sniagton, Hunts. 
| man, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard 
|M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, 
| John W. Jones, Kennon, Klingensmith, Lane, 


Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua || 


Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, 


|| Lyon, Abijah Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, 


| May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Mil- 
ler, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Page, Parks, 
Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Pettigrew, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Seymour, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Turner, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wash- 
ington, Weeks, White, ‘Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and 

| Young—130. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 

| Bond, Borden, Briggs, Childs, Clark, Crane, 

| Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, 


|| Grennell, Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, Hender- 


| son, Hiester, Hoar, Hunt, Ingersoll, Janes, Ben- 
jamin Jones, Lawrence, ay Lincoln, Love, Job 
| Mann, Sampson Mason, McCarty, McKennan, 
| Milligan, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, Phil- 


'| lips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, 

|| Storer, John Thomson, Wardwell, Webster, and 

|| Elisha Whittlesey—49. 

of Mrs. Ann Temple Green, as for the ar- 
a 


So the memorial was laid on the table.] 


|| (Mr. Wessrer presented several petitions from 


the citizens of Miami county, praying the removal 
of the land office from Lima to Defiance. ] 
(Mr. Wuitt.esey, of Ohio, stated to the House 


| that he had in his possession several petitions on 


M LANE DAVI , the subject of the abolition of slavery, but as the 
essrs. LA and DAVIS, of Indiana; 


House had suspended the rules on to-day for the 
purpose of getting in other petitions which would 
| not occasion debate, he should, for the present, 


| withhold the petitions in his possession, with the 


| hope, however, that, at the time he should pre- 


sent them, he would have the privilege of giving 


his views as to the course whi 
memorials ought to take. 


he thought these 
_ Messrs. the SPEAKER, FORESTER, and 


1| CARTER, of Tennessee; 


| [The Speaker presented a memorial from the 


Grand Jury of Washington county, District of 
| Columbia, remonstrating against the efforts of 
certain societies in regard to the abolition of 


| slavery in the District of Columbia, and praying || Y 


| that these petitions be not received by Congress. 

| The reading of the paper was called for by sev- 

| eral members, and was accordingly read by the 

| Clerk. 

| Mr. Pinckney moved to lay the memorial on 
the table. 

| Mr. Granam called for the yeas and nays on 


|| this motion, which were not ordered; and the mo- 
|| tion to lay on the table was agreed to without a 


| division. 


|| Mr. Jenirer and Mr. Wise expressed a wish 


that the memorial be ordered to be printed; but 
| the Chair decided, under the rule, that the motion 
_ to lay on the table was not WIV 
| Messrs. ALLAN, BOYD, HAWES, JOHN- 
| SON, and FRENCH, of Kentucky; 
|. (Mr. Borp presented a petition, praying for an 
increase of the pension of Nathaniel Walock. 
| A petition for a post route from Smithfield, by 
| the way of Eddyville, in Kentucky, to Nashville, 
| in Tennessee. 
A petition for a post route from Eddyville, by 
| way.of Livingston Forge, to Salem, in Ken- 
| tucky. 
A riselation instructing the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads to inquire into the 
| expediency of establishing a post route from Fort 


| Jesup, in Louisiana, to Gaines’s Ferry, on the 


| Sabine river. ] 


Sg ene January 16, 
- HAYNES and CLEVELAND, of 
eorgia; 

Messrs. PINCKNEY and RICHARDSON, of 
South Carolina; , 

(Mr. Pinckney presented the memorial of cer. 
tain ship-owners, ship-masters, and pilots, for a 
harbor ign at the port of Mount Desert, in the 
State of Maine; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Hard, pray. 
ing for compensation for extra services in . 
_ transportation of the mail; which was referred to 
| the Committee of the Whole, to which a resolution 

submitted by the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Post Roads, on the same subject, had previously 
| been committed. 


Messrs 
gua 





| Also, on motion of Mr. Pinckney, the memo. 
|| rial of Mrs. Frances Moore, (on file in the 
| department of the Clerk,) praying remuneration 
| for the revolutionary services of her husband, 
| was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
'| Claims. ] 

| Messrs. W. B. SHEPARD, GRAHAM, and 
|| MONTGOMERY, of North Carolina; 

| Messrs. WISE, JONES, GARLAND, Loy. 
|ALL, LUCAS, DROMGOOLE, MORGAN, 
| BEALE, JOHNSON, and TALIAFERRO, o 
| Virginia; 

|| Messrs. JENIFER, WASHINGTON, How. 
ARD, McKIM, and TURNER, of Maryland; 

Messrs. MUHLENBERG, ANTHONY, 
HIESTER, SUTHERLAND, BUCHANAN, 
FRY, ASH, WAGENER, HARRISON, GAL. 
BRAITH, MANN, KLINGENSMITH, IN. 
GERSOLL, HARPER, DENNY, and POTTs, 
of Pennsylvania; 

(Mr. Anruonr, of Pennsylvania, presented the 
petitions of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, asking 
an appropriation for the agg Oy of rendering the 
Alleghany river navigable for steam-vessels, be- 
_— Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and Olean, New 

ork. 

[M , Hester presented sundry memorials from 
his district praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia; which he moved to have 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. W. B. Sueparp objected to and raised the 
question of their reception, and moved to post- 

ne its consideration till Monday next, intimating 

is intention <> address the House thereon when 
it would not interfere with his colleague [Mr. Br- 
num] who had the floor on the same subject under 
another memorial to the same effect 

Mr. Davis moved to lay the preliminary motion 
| of reception on the table; which was agreed to— 
ayes 89, noes 37.] 

(Mr. Harrison, of Pennsylvania, presented a 
memorial of sundry citizens of the United States, 
praying for aid to improve the navigation of the 
river Alleghany from Pittsburg, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, to Olean, in the State of New 
ork i ; 

(Mr. Gatpraitn presented several memorials, 

raying for an appropriation to improve the har- 
r at the mouth of Twenty Mile creek, on Lake 

Erie, and moved to refer them to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, sundry memorials praying for an appro- 
riation to improve the Alleghany river from 
ittsburg to Olean. 

Also, another memorial of similar import with 
the last, which (Mr. G. said) contained a very 
full and brief statement of the facts connected 
with the memorial, and therefore asked that it 
may be printed; which was agreed to, and referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals.} 

{[Mr. Fry presented the —— of Peter P. 
Dawson, of Juniata county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing a‘ pension for services in the revolutionary 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. Fry said that he had a petition from sundry 
citizens of Upper Providence, Pennsylvania, prey- 
ing for the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. F. said he did not wish to interrupt the 
proceedings of the House at this time, but that 
at sous Wats and more auspicious period he 
should present the same, of which he now gave 
notice. } j 

{Mr. Wacenen presented a memorial of the 
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on and LAY, weave REYNOLDS, ‘| at Gaines Fenn Louisiana, and to he Sabine | be printed. red to lie on the table and 
r. By- {[Mr. Mann, of New ; i| On moti ; e MESSAGE FROM T 
under tion of Archibald C. Crary, du tavelid os peel | Resolved, That the o ee | A message was r a Ser reece 
1otion ie a the passage of a law a Til <deanie '| and Post Roads be ‘eaemae on the Post Office | the United States aunts the President of 
) i sioners to commut ; 7 in || inquire into the ; o investigate and || °° the necessity of ; ention of Congr 
te etaia quanta of ued t e their pensions for | route f expediency of establishin; ne || ute of limitati y of making a revision of tk ae. 
the petition of Cath y the United States. Also, | Geor from the Court-House, in Walkers a maif || "6 imitations in the District of Col the stat- 
+ pe , : : . 1} ‘ .f 4 umbia 
aii Wilkie, peaxin atharine Rollins and Con dili gia, to Rossville, in the er county, || 1 motion of Mr. GRUNDY, i umbia. 
: ing revolution . rad | into the exped same county; also || to the Committee JNDY, it was refe 
2 in setae ee [Mr. nas) Soot ] one Milledgeville, Geoeeia, bythe - mail aan | ordered to ba pk District of Seabee 
8 of Staten Isl : ’ er- || cello, McD a » by the way of Monti- || " 
New ee teins: Saal oP inkebone | Ville Rica, Paulding Court-How sition: |.) Adnnianataimenens dota: 
wau itants || ta -r1o er . 
Wakefield.) and of John McRhea and nee me to Murfreesboro’, in tree Chat- || UP, read aden ae House were taken 
orials, L [Mr. Leonarp presented the petiti Reosloed, "The Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kent k | PETITION . 
—. oo a connenenery epidier, ee | instructed to faint ap enveees of Claime e: } Petitions wer oie eet 
. upon the roll : , e || ij into the e ; || a e presented b 
mittee [Mr. McKeon eae oe Lager yori | a _ for the benefit of oe ‘Beas on ow 1 ANAN. Sear WHITE RIVES, BUCH ° 
of New York and New J ae me spe va oy oe amar, cegiiae a oi the 16th brigade Pomeaaev alate, || Mr. K DAVIS, and TIPTON. » BUCH- 
oe cyt Mee yee ; also, the ikea ot — || advance ond <pnuit ins him the cmpent he | Tee See a paper from the Grand 
duty on coal.] ork, praying for a repeal of the | ——e ™ peenenee sitdedineoesee of Kan. | Columbia, cnated te win — ~~ District of 
i | y nt oO = y lan 2 vy, res { 
ir cams WarpweEL presented memorial thousand senodinie the : oor last, to aie a } stiletto promatine against oie ion sl 
y priations to improve the harb 1als for ap- || the south psin the State of Kentucky to def i izens from distant States in th nterference 
anected Greek and Sackett’s Harb arbors of Big Sandy | western frontier of the United's efend || of the District, more especi the local concerns 
that it Mr. JANES oP Wesn or, on Lake Ontario.] On motion of Mr. MANN ed States. slavery. Mr. K. bore come the abolition of 
referred Messrs. TOUCEY INGE | Resolved, That the Com I, of Pennsylvania, || 8&°® and respectabilit aeene to the intelli- 
of Connecticut; , INGHAM, and HALEY, | 0)” Pensions be iemeanted rome on Revolution- || (2° of the protest cae the character of the 
eter P. _ (Mr. Incuam presented ; || expediency of granting a a inquire into the | deprecating the ene sae ats with them in 
1, pray- inhabitants of the Stat omaneie of sundry | Hill, of Bedford county Pe nsion to Frederick || expressed his opinion a aie complained of ; and 
tionary for an appropriation » of Connecticut, asking | of the revolutionary — nnsylvania, a soldier |, 6'¢*8 t interfere with shows nst the power of Con- 
ttee on Guilford in that State; 0 cnereve the harbor of || On motion of Mr. C ° | but for public purposes Fig “ape in any respect 
Committee on Freee td ” was referred to the || Vania, r. CHAMBERS, of Pennsyl- || Dist a wide difference biibere ec mee 
sundry (M. Haxey presented the petiti || Resolved, That it be referred | istrict making known to Con ~ citizens of the 
a, pray- mith, praying for a . etition of Amy || °° Revolutionary Pensi rred to the Committee || and feelings in relation to th gress their wishes 
strict of band, Job T. Smith pension which her late hus- | priety of allowi sions to consider the pro- || cerns—Congress being thei eir own local con- 
; of Isla. } , was entitled to under the act || Widow of ee - — Pemberton, | = that of the erst aeons 
rupt the iso, the petiti . \| the revoluti , deceased, a soldier of || vcnare na local Legi tate, who had 
a tonington a yong manty inhabitants of || On an are ta : t of |! withstanding, oo ti e Fyng sr and, not- 
ease wie for n Bape torn “4 etn pears ) Resolved, That a oe ed New York, Evedehten th their ‘opinions to sevean iiiies 
Con of Mystic river, in the ae of | 2 ee - instructed to in sie ey || of an entire eet aeieen District, and Rete 
1 of the Mr. H. also presented t - reneliitenses eck the name of Conrad Widrie, a grounds he objected to the inte la was upon those 
wo petitions, one from United os soldier, on the pension roll atthe \! * rference complained 
: i] r. K. moved z 
' table and a the paper be laid on the 
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Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays on || Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
printing; which were not ordered. || be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

Mr. HUBBARD suggested to the Senator from 
Maryland the printing of an extra number of | 
copies, for the purpose of distribution. 

A debate then ensued on printing an extra 
number, in which Messrs. CALHOUN, HUB- 
BARD, WALL, NILES, BROWN, KING of | 
Alabama, MORRIS, KENT, and LINN, parti- | 
cipated. 

The question was then taken on printing thé | 
usual number. 

Mr. MORRIS renewed his motion for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Buch- | 
anan, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing 
of Illinois, Ewing of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard,King of Alabama,Knight, Kent, Moore, 
Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
inson, Robbins, Sevier, Southard, Swift, ‘Tall- 
madge, ‘l'ipton, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, White, 
and Wright—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Linn, Niles, Page, Ruggles, 
and Strange—5. 

So the usual number was ordered, and the 
memorial laid upon the table. 


at Dog river bar, so as to enable all vessels draw- 
ing twelve feet water to get up to the city of 
| Mobile. 


which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the claim of 


making provision by law for the payment thereof. 
SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, which was the bill to limit the 


| in limited quantities. 
Mr. MORRIS sai 


postponed for the present. 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, t 
further consideration of the bill be 
Friday next. 
Mr. WAL 
on that motion; and they were ordered—yeas 14, 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. || nays 18. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to create the office of 
surveyor of public lands in the Territory of Wis- 
consin; which was read a first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill in addition to an act for 
the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay; which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of David 
Stone; which was read a first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, reported the following joint resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- | 
atives of the United States in Congress assembled, 
That the Joint Committee on the Library be, and 
they are hereby, authorized and empowered to 
contract for and purchase, at the sum of thirty | 
thousand dollars, the manuscripts of the late Mr. || 
Madison referred to in a letter from Mrs. Madison | 
to the President of the United States, dated the # ANAN, went into the consideration of executive 
15th of November, 1836, and communicated in his business; and when the doors were opened, 
message of the 6:h of December, 1836, conceding The Senate adjourned. 
to Mrs. Madison the right to use copies of the 
said manuscripts in foreign countries. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the || 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported the following | 
joint resolution: 
A resolution to enable the Postmaster General 

more readily to change the commencement of 

the contract year in the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 


the Public Lands: 


one dollar and seventy-five cents per acre.’’ 
the amendment, and hoped it would prevail. 


MOORE, 
Mr. BLACK asked the yeas and nays on the 
eaeneey which were ordered—yeas 19, nays 
8. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRIS moved to amend the section, but 
before the amendment was submitted, 


consideration of the bill was postponed till to- 
morrow. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 17, 1837. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- | 
atives of the United States in Congress assembled, 
That the Postmaster General be, and he is | 
hereby, authorized and empowered to let the 
contracts for the transportation of the mails in || 
those sections of the United States where they 


| agreed to without a division. 
EXPUNGING THE JOURNAL. 


|| gence of the House for the purpose of submitting 
— on the 3ist December, 1837, 1838, and | a resolution which he deemed to be of very great 


» respectively, for four years and six months, | jmportance. He would ask that it beread by the 
so as to cause them to terminate on the 30th day |, Clerk 
M 


of June, 1842, 1843, and 1844, to the end that the | -. JARVIS objected to the reading. 


The Senate then, on motion of Mr. BUCH- 


OBE 


making an appropriation forremoving the obstacles || of the 


| 


the heirs of Doctor Thomas Carter, a surgeon in | 
the war of the Revolution, and the expediency of | 


| 


| sales of the public lands, except to actual settlers, | 


d he wished to be heard on | 
the subject, but that he would rather it should be 


KER asked for the yeas and nays 


Mr. MORRIS then moved to add the following | 


(to come in after the fourth line) as an amendment | IR thi i secti 
to the amendment reported by the Committee on | Se a anaes Sandner eifection has 


After a few words from Mr. CLAY and Mr. || 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the further 


Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of |, 
the rule, for the purpose of offering a resolution || 
granting the use of the Hall of the House of || 
Representatives, on Friday evening next, to the || 
American Historical Society, for the delivery of |, 
|| its annual address; which was agreed to—ayes | 
|, 100, noes not counted; and the resolution was || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD asked a similar indul- | 


\| served-—— 


__ January 17, 


'rule) it was not in order for the gentleman , 

read a paper or make a speech without the leas 
ouse. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, I will state m, 

object very briefly. It is to submit a series of ren 


| olutiona declaring the sense of this House tha it 
Mr. RIVES offered the following resolution; | Vaulted Staten to ch 
|| United States to change, alter, ex 


| 
| 


is not compatible with the Constitution of th. 
f punge, mutilate 
or destroy the Journals of either House of Con. 
| gress; that the preservation of the Journals of 
| either House is an object of national importance 

and a fit subject for national legislation; that after 
| these Journals had been faithfully kept and pre- 


Mr. CUSHMAN called the gentleman to order 
on the ground that he was proceeding beyond th, 
limits of a brief statement. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that he 
must confine himself to a mére statement of the 
object of his motion. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD had not stated the whoi, 


is obj t. » We 
hen moved that the | of his object yet. Mr. U. wasagain proceeding, 


postponed to | 


when 
The CHAIR again reminded him that he mug 
not debate the question, but make his motion. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, sir, my motion 
is to suspend the rules of the House to allow me 
|| to offer the following resolution. Can I read it, 
sir? 





been made to it. 
|| Mr. UNDERWOOD. I cannot state my ob- 


** That all lands which have been offered for sale | ject so well as by reading it. 

| for more than ten years at seventy-five cents, and | 
all lands that have been more than five years and | cj 
| less than ten, one dollar; and all other lands at 1 
Mr. WALKER expressed his approbation of | 


The CHAIR remarked that the reading by the 
erk had been expressly objected to, and it would 
be an evasion of therule prescribing that no paper 
should be read without consent, if the gentleman 
could himself read that which had been objected 
to the Clerk doing. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD would then, as briefly as 
ecould, state hi object. It was—— 

Mr. CUSHMAN said it was entirely irregular, 
| and had been repeatedly objected to. 

| The CHAIR. The gentleman will make his 


| 


lh 


| motion. 

| Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, then, I move to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of submitting to 
the consideration of the House these resolutions 

| now before me. 

| The CHAIR. The motion is in order. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Can I state, sir, in sub- 
stance, the contents of these resolutions? 

The CHAIR again repeated his decision. 

Mr. BOYD expressed a hope that the paper 
might be read for the information of the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1! just want to state 
| their object, and I will doit briefly. The first—— 
|| Mr. JARVIS said rather than let the gentle. 
| man get further out of order, he would withdraw 
his objections to the reading. 

The resolutions were then read, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the 
third clause of the fifth section of the first article 
of the Constitution, in the following words, to wit: 
** Each House shall keep a Journal of its proceed- 
‘ ings, and from time to time publish the same, ex- 
‘cepting such parts as may in their judgment 
|| ‘require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the 
|| ‘members of either House on any question shall, 
‘at the desire of one fifth of those present, be 
| ‘entered on the Journal,’’ confers no power what- 
|| ever on either House of Congress at a subsequent 
‘| session to change, alter, deface, expunge, ly 
|, destroy its Journal, or any part thereof, wheng#e 
/same has been regularly and faithfully kept 


| 
| 
j 


contract may commence on the Ist day of July,|| Mr.UNDERWOOD. Cam I not read it, sir? ] during a previous session, and duly published. 
instead of the lst day of January. | The CHAIR said the gentleman could only || Resolved further, That the Journals of both 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the same committee, | make a brief statement of the object of his mo- || 


Houses of Congress, kept and published as afore- 


reported a bill to provide for the transportation of || tion. 
the mail on railroads; which was read a firsttime, || Mr. UNDERWOOD. The reading of the res- 
and ordered to a second reading. |, olution itself would be the shortest statement he 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. } could make. 


Mr. WHITE offered the following resolution, | 
bs oo ——_ eee day oJ oe || statement,” oo ae Senne the same indul- 
esolve at the Secretary of the Senate be, || gence would be extended to petitions. 
and he is ‘hereb ry directed to furnish the Com- | S Mr. UNDERWOOD cinduin tiated to suspend 
missioner of Indian Affairs with one copy of the || the rule, and inquired of the Chair if it were not 
ae compiled and printed by Gcles & | in order to state the object he had in view. 
eaton. | The CHAIR said it was usual, by the cour- 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, offered the following } tesy of the House in such cases, to permit a very 
resolution; which was considered and ‘adopted: |! brief statement to be made, but (adverting to the 


Mr. ADAMS hoped that the gentleman would | 
|| be permitted to read his resolution as a ‘* brief 


said, after the adjournment sine die become na- 
| tional archives, and that all attempts and acts of 
| either House separately, or of both, by joint reso- 
lution, to change, alter, deface, expunge, oF 
destroy either Journal, or anp-part thereof, are 
violations of the Constitution. - ; 

| Resolved, That the preservation of the national 
archives from mutilation, disfiguration, and de- 
| struction, is a fit subject of legislation. _ 

| Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Judiciary be directed to report a bill provid- 
ing for the deposit of the original Journals of each 
House after their adjournment sine die, in the 
office of the Secretary of State; and for the pun- 
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ishment of every and all persons, their aiders and | 

abettors, who shallalter, change, deface, expunge, 

or destroy any part of either Journal after such 
journment. 

ad hpjections were raised in all parts of the Hall. 
Mr. MORGAN asked for the yeas and nays | 

on the motion to suspend; which were ordered, 

and were—yeas 77, nays 118; as follows: 





it 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman || 


Allen, Ashley, Bailey, Bond, Briggs, William B. 
Calhoun, Carter, John Chambers, Chetwood, 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, | 
Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, | 
Evans, Everett, Granger, Graves, Grayson, | 


lic Lands, reported a resolution ordering the bill 
and report in relation to the Illinois Ceutral rail- 


|| road to be printed for the use of the House; which 
/| was concurred in. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub- || 


_* To the State of Ohio, 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- | 


eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Charles 


|G. Ridgley; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United 


|| States be requested to lay before this House, if | 


| not incompatible with the public interest, any in- | 


Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, | 


Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, How- | 


|| and 


ell, Ingersoll, James, Henry Johnson, Lawrence, || 


Lay, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Sampson Mason, | 


Maury, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Patton, || 


James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, | 


Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Rencher, Robertson, | 
Russell, William B.Shepard, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Talia- || 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, | 
Washington, White, Elijah Whittlesey, Lewis 


Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, and Young 


—i7. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Barton, Bean, Beau- || 


mont, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cam- | 
breleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, | 
John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Connor, Craig, | 


Fairfield, Farlin, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, | 


James Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, Gra- | 


ham, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hender- 
son, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph | 


Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, | 


ees : i ith’ || | 
Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, || ary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 


| case of Albert Vanderveer; which was ordered to 


Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua 
Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah | 
Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, | 
Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, | 
McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, | 
Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Pa 


rker, Parks, Pat- | 
terson, Dutee J. Pearce, Pinckney, John Rey- | 


nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Seymour, | 


Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Suther- 
land, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, 


formation in his possession showing the condition 
of the political relations between the United States 


that he may have received on the condition of 
Texas. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the resolution 
(under the rule, being required to lay over one day 


for consideration) was taken up, then considered, | 


and concurred in. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Josiah Clark; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee for 


| the District of Columbia, reported a bill, entitled 


‘* An act to extend the jurisdiction of the Corpo- 
ration of the city of Washington;’’? which was 


| read twice and committed. 
Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Efner, || 


Mr.CRAMER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of J. B. 
Hutchinson; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
on the case of James Chalmers; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 


lie on the table. 


Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the case of James Saterly; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. PATTON, the Committee || 


‘| on the Library was discharged from the further 
|| consideration of the resolution in relation to print- 


exico; and also, any further information | 
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** Whereas Congress has heretofore made dona- 
‘ tions of the public lands for the purposes of in- 
‘ternal improvement and education: 
1,737,838 acres. 


Indiana, 1,112,592 

Illinois, 1,712,225 

Missouri, 1,181,248 

Mississippi, 733,244 

Alabama, 1,216,450 

; Louisiana, 920,053 
‘To Territory of Michigan, 599,973 
Arkansas, 996,338 

Florida, 947,724 





‘In the aggregate amounting to 11,057,685 acres. 
** And whereas each of the United States has 

| fan equal right to participate in the benefit of the 
‘ public lands, the common property of the Union; 

,fand every wise and good American havin 
‘agreed in the opinion that the cause of genera 
‘ education is indissolubly identified with the cause 
‘of general liberty: Therefore, to do equal and 


| © exact justice to all the States; to aid in diffusin 


| ‘among the rising generation intelligence enoug 
‘to comprehend, and spirit enough to defend their 

| ‘rights, and thus to elevate the national charac- 

| *ter, and insure the perpetuity of our free institu- 

| § tions, 

** Be it resolved, That a select committee, to 


| fconsist of one member from each State, be ap- 
! 


Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagner, Wardwell, Web- 
= Weeks, Thomas T. 
118. 


So the House refused to suspend the rule. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported Senate bill for the 
relief of William Earl, withoutamendment; which 


was committed. || dered to lie on the table. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee | 

of Ways and Means, reported an amendment to | Claims, made an unfavorable report in the cases 

the civil list bill; which was committed. || of Wiley Harbin, Matthews, and Roads, and J. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG,, under instructions from | Hall; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

the Committee of Ways and Means, gave notice || 

that, as soon as the Michigan bill was disposed on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 

of, he should ask the indulgence of the House to || coneideration of the petition of Elizabeth H. 

take up some of the appropriation bills. They || Newman. 

had no wish to interfere with that bill. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject of an increase of the salary 
of the Receiver of the General Land Office, com- 
municated to the committee by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. iT io teow the table 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on || Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 


Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations | Public Lands, made an unfavorable report in the 


for erecting light-houses, light-boats, and buoys . ad : 
and making surveys for the year 1837; which was a en Dhorps: SR RARER Hp he 


ae ae Wise committee of Mr. MANN, of New York, made an ineffectual 
: attempt to introduce a resolution changing the 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, from the Com- : : 
mittee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill sup- | ne amen — mocting af the Seuss to deyes 


plementary to the act of 1830, in relation to the | 

exchange “Of lade with the Indians; which was || DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
read twice, and committed to the same committee 
as the foregoing. 


: || ing extra copies of the Geological Reconnoissance; 
hittlesey, and Yell— | which was read entire, and ordered to lie on the 


table. 


Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports upon 





| 


'|Thomas Johnston, the petition of Lawrence 





|| mittee on Revolutionary Claims was discharged 


| James B. Rice, and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on 





the following resolution and amendments: 








| Sleave to report by bill or otherwise. 
p y 


|| the petition of Martin Durham, the petition of | 


On motion of Mr. STANDEFER, the Com-. 


‘pointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into 
, ‘the justice and expediency of making to each of 
‘the thirteen original American States, together 
‘with each of the States of Maine, Vermont, 
‘Kentucky, and Tennessee, such grants of the 
‘public lands for the purposes of education as 
‘will correspond in a just proportion with those 
‘ heretofore made in fayor of the first named States 
‘and ‘Territories; and that said committee have 
But,.to 
‘avoid the objection of one State holding land in 
‘another, the committee is directed to insert a 
‘clause in the bill which they may report, pro- 
‘viding that the grants to be made thereby shall 
* be subject to sale under the laws of the General 
‘Government now in force, and that the proceeds 
‘arising therefrom shall be paid over to the States 
| “entitled to the same. 


‘*Mr. Vinton moved to amend the resolution 
‘by adding thereto the following: 


** Resolved, That the said inquiry extend to all 


' the States, and that the said committee be further 


| 


‘instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 


| *serting a clause in said bili to pay said new States 


| Simpson, the petition of William Johnston, and | 
| the petition of Josiah Hayden; which were or- | 


‘the value of the improvements made by them on 
‘the public lands, or to pay to them the amount 
‘the public lands would have been assessed for 
‘taxes, if they had been private property.”” 

The last amendment was that of Mr. Crar- 
BORNE, Of Mississippi, proposing that no grant 


| should interfere with the improvements, &c., of 


| Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on || 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee | 


any actual settler. 

The question pending, when it was cut off by 
the orders of the day on Saturday last, was the 
motion of Mr. Boyp to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

This question being then taken, was decided in 


| the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 82; as follows: 


|| from the further consideration of the memorial of | 


YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bean, 


| Beaumont, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, 
| Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Burns, 


Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney ,Chap- 
man, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Double- 


|| day, Dromgoole, Efner, Farlin, Fry, Fuller, Gal- 


i 


if 


|| braith, Rice Garland, Gholson, Granger, Grant- 
| land, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 


| the case of Joseph Patterson; which was ordered | 


annegan, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hub- 
ley, Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leon- 
ard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah 


| Mann, Job Mann, William Mason, Sampson 


| Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McCoy, Mc- 


i 


| 


} 


The House then resumed the consideration of || Smith, Spangler, Sprague, Sutherland, oer 


} 


Lene, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 
Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Sickles, Sloane, 


Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Van- 


a 


# 
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derpoel, Vinton, Wardwell, Weeks, Elisha Whit- 


tlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Yell—114. 
NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, He- 
man Allen, Anthony, > Briggs, Buchanan, 
John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, John 
Chambers, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Dar- 
lington, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, French, Graham, Graves, Gray- 
son, Grennell, Griffin, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, 
Harper, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, 
Holsey, Hopkins, Howell, Huntsman, Ingersoll, 
Janes, Jenifer, Laporte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, 
Lincoln, McComas, McKennan, McKim, Mer- 
cer, Milligan, Montgomery, Parker, James A. 
Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, 
Potts, Rencher, Richardson, Robertson, Russell, 


William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, | 
Shinn, Slade, Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, Wad- | 
dy Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Wagener, | 


ashington, White, Sherrod Williams, and 
Young—22. 
So the whole subject was laid on the table. 
ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 
Mr. THOMAS said, however reluctant he 


might feel to interfere with the ordinary business | 
of the House, yet he felt constrained to move a || 


postponement of the orders, in order to take up 
the * bill pmanens for the admission of the State 
of Michigan into the Union.” 

Mr. PICKENS wished it to be distinctly un- 
derstood that among the business proposed to be 
laid aside was the resolution (of Mr. Wise) pro- 
posing an investigation into the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, asked for 
the yens and nays on the motion; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 127, nays 71; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. 
ton, Beale, Bean, Black, Bockee, Boon, Borden, 
Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Burns, By- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


1} 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 





1} 


dams, Anthony, Ash, Bar- | 


man, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, | 


Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, || 
ole, Efner, Fairfield, || 
h, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, || 


Denny, nae rom 
Farlin, Fowler, Frenc 

James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, 
Glascock, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, Hiland 
Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel S. Harrison, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hiester, Holsey, 


Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Hunt- | 
ngeon, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Richard M. | 
0 


anson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Ken- 
non, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, La- 
orte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, 
ogan, Loyall, Lucas, Job Mann, Martin, Wil- 


liam Mason, Moses Mason, May, McKeon, Mc- | 
Kim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, | 


Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Pat- 
terson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Pinckney, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, 


John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Vanderpoel, 


Wagener, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Thomas | 


T. Whittlesey, and Yell—127. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Bond, Briggs, John Calhoon, William B. 
Calhoun, Carter, John Chambers, Chetwood, N. 


H. Ciaiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Dawson, | 


Deberry, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Forester, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Joseph 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Hoar, Howell, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, Cave 
Johnson, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Sampson Mason, ee McCarty, McComas, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, James A. Pearce, 
Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, 
Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Wiliam B. Shep- 
ard, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, Storer, 
Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Wil- 
liams-—-71. 


So the orders were not set aside, (two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative.) 
EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution originally submitted by Mr. Wise, 
and the amendment proposed thereto by Mr. 


| 





| 


alleged abuses of the Executive Departments of 
the Government. 

Mr. McKEON, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at some length in support of 
the proposed amendment, and was followed by 

| Mr. Jenirer in <a 

| Mr. VANDERPOEL said he was about to sub- 
| mit a motion to which he anticipated the most 
| unprecedented unanimity. He took it for granted 
| that the author of this resolution, and those gen- 
| tlemen of the opposition who had favored us with 


|| such elaborate and ardent speeches in favor of its 


| Paseage, were really ‘‘in earnest;’’ that the 
| actually wanted a committee to look into the al- 
| leged corruptions of the day; and if their object 
| was what they professed it to be, they would cer- 
| tainly be apt to favor any movement that would 
insure an immediate determination of this ques- 
tion, not protract its decision with their speeches 
till near the end of the session, and then tell us 


| that they had not time enough to make the neces- 


sary investigation. If they were intent upon 
| making discoveries, it was surely very important 
that the committee of inquiry should commence 
ita labors without delay. He could not, therefore, 
but look for entire concurrence in the motion he 
| was about to submit from the opponents of the 
Administration. And as to the friends of the 
| Administration he had but a single word to say: 
| It was due to the Administration, and particularly 
to that venerable man who was soon to return to 
that home from which, eight years ago, the voice 
of a grateful ple called him, that the question 
| now under debate should be immediately disposed 
| of. Let not thecreation of this proposed court of 
inquiry be postponed to so late a period that his 
opponents will attempt to avoid the responsibility 


|| they have assumed by telling us that they had 


not time enough to render their labors efficient. 
Though the original resolution was as broad as 
| the English language could make it, and the effect 


| of the motion he was about to submit, if it pre- 
num, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chap- || 


vailed, would be to cut off the amendment of the 
— from Rhode Island, [Mr. Pearce,] yet 
e felt it his duty to move the previous question. 
Mr. V. withdrew the motion at the request of 
Mr. WISE, with the understanding that Mr. 
| W. would renew it. 
Mr. WISE then, after addressing the House 
| for a short time, renewed the demand for the pre- 





vious question; which was seconded by the 
House—ayes 94, noes 51. 
Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays on 


| ordering the main question; which were ordered, 


| and were—yeas 121, nays 52; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, An- 
thony, Ash, Bailey, Bean, Black, Borden, Bouldin, 
Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
| man, John F. H. Claiborne, Connor, Cramer, 
| Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Dunlap, Farlin, 


|| Fowler, Fry, Fuller, James Garland, Gholson, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles,Smith, || 
Sprague, Standefer, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, | 


Gillet, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
| Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Samuel S. 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Heister, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Hunt- 


| ington, Huntsman, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph 
| Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 


Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, 


| Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, 


Lay, Joshua Lea, Leonard, Lewis Logan, Loyall, 


| Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, 


William Mason, Sampson Mason, McKim, Mc- 
Lean, Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Pat- 
terson, Patton, Peyton, Pinckney, John Reynolds, 
Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, Schenck, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Talia- 
ferro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, 
Turner, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Ward- 
well, Washington, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis, Williams, and Yell—121. 
NAYS—Meesrs. Heman Allen, Bell, Bond, 
Briggs, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, John 
Chambers, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Cor- 
win, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Denny, Dromgoole, Elmore, Evans, Graham, 
ranger, Graves, Grennell, Harper, Hoar, How- 
ell, Ingersoll, Jenifer, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lin- 
coln, Maury, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, 





Pearce, of Rhode Island, for an inquiry into || Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, 


screenees ane OM, 
Robertson, Russell, Steele, Waddy Thompson 
ee Elisha Whittlesey, Wise, and Young 


So the House determined that the main question 
be now put. 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nayson the 
main question, (which was on the adoption of 
the original resolution;) which were ordered, anq 
were—yeas 165, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 
Allen, Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Bean, Black 
Bond, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown’ 
Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Na. 
thaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark 
Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, Darling. 
ton, Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Doubleday 
Dunlap, Elmore, Evans, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, 
French, Fry, James Garland, Gholson, Glascock’ 
Graham, Granger, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, 
Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Samuel S. Harrison, Hay. 
kins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, Holsey, 
Holt, — Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt. 
ington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, 
Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. John. 
son, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John, W. 
Jones, eae seem, Rinevseenith, Lane, La- 
porte, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Joshua Lee, Luke 
Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, McComas, 
McKay, McKennan, McKim, McLene, Mercer, 
Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Parker, Patterson, Patton, Pearson, Petti- 

ew, Peyton, Phillips, Pickens, Pinckney, Potts, 

eed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Richardson, Ro- 
bertson, Rogers, Russell, Augustine H .Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Spangler, Stande- 
fer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Underwood, Van- 
derpoel, Vinton, Ward, Washington, Webster, 
Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittle- 
acy Lewis Williams, Wise, Yell, and Young— 
165. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Cushman, Fuller, Lan- 
sin ens Schenck, Taylor, Turrill, and Ward- 
well—9. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 


Mr. BELL renewed the notice of his motion 
for leave to bring in a bill to secure the freedom of 
elections. 


BOOKS FOR THE BLIND. 


Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, made an ineffectual 
attempt to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of granting a township, or other quantity of 
land, to each of the States of this Union, for the 
purpose of enabling them to erect suitable build- 
ings, and to print or purchase all necessary books 
for the instruction of the blind within their re- 
spective limits. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, January 18, 1837. 


Mr. Curnsert, of Georgia, appeared and took 
his seat. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting a report 
| from the Register of the Treasury, prepared in 
| compliance with the act to regulate and fix the 
| compensations of the clerks employed in the pub- 
lic offices. 

Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, in answer to the resolution of the Senate 
of the last session directing a report to be made of 
the number of deputy postmasters in service, with 
the emoluments received by each, stating that, in 
consequence of the destruction of the Post Office 
building by fire, nearly all the information pro- 
cured during the recess for the purpose of com- 
plying with the resolution has been lost, and that 
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oan will not be time enough left of the present 
onion te obtain the information in lieu of that 
destroyed. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, presented two me- 





morials from the Legislature of Alabama, praying || 


extension of preémption rights in certain 
ie ~ also, a sseusbelak diene the same in relation 
to the two per cent. fund belonging to said State; 
all of which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. | 

Memorials and petitions were also presented b 

Messrs. LINN, KENT,SOUTHARD, DAVIS, | 
STRANGE, and PRESTON. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of sundry Choctaw Indians on the subject, 
reported a bill providing for the adjustment of 
certain claims to lands under the fourteenth arti- 
cle of the Choctaw treaty; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported a bill to continue in 
force, for a limited time, the act for carrying into 
effect the convention between the United States 
and Spain. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Revolu- || 


tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
representatives of Henry Fisher, deceased ; 
eich was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill to authorize the payment of 


invalid pensions in certain cases; which was read, || 


and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been referred the resolution 
introduced by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, to rescind the 
Treasury order, designating the funds to be re- 
ceived in payment at the land offices, reported the 
same without amendment, and said that he was 
instructed by the committee to move to lay the 
resolution on the table when it should come up. 


Mr. WALKER, at the same time, from the 
same committee, reported a bill designating and 
limiting the funds which shall be receivable for the 
public revenue; which was read and ordered toa 
second reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced 
a bill to establish an additional land district in 
Alabama; which was read twice and referred. 


Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced the following || 
bills; which were severally twice read and re- || 


ferred: 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to run and mark the line dividing the Ter- 
ritory of the United States on the north from the 
State of Missouri; and ; 

A bill providing for the execution of certain 
surveys of the public lands. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of causing patents to be issued to James Smith, of 
the Territory of Arkansas, for the southwest frac- 
tional quarter of section eighteen south,in range two 
west; also, for the east part of the northwest frac- 
tional quarter of section nineteen, in township 
eight south, in range two west; and also the west 
half of the southwest quarter of section nineteen, 
in range two west, which appeared to have been 
entered by said Smith, on the 23d March, 1835, 
at Little Rock, in the Territory of Arkansas. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, offered the following 
resolution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a statement 
of the amount of moneys received for public lands 
in each month of the year 1836, so far as he has 
returns thereof. 

“Also resolved, That he inform the Senate what 
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and whether any, and if any, the amount of losses 
sustained thereby. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN offered the following res~ | 


olution; which was considered and adopted: 


to communicate to the Senate, in addition to the 
| report or letter of explanation of Governor Call 
mee the military operations in Florida, 
required by resolution of the 14th instant, the 
communication calling for that report, and any 
other communication from or to the said Governor 
on the subject thereof. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, offered the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be re- 
quested to transmit to the Senate copies of all 
correspondence in his Department not heretofore 
| communicated, or so much thereof as may be 
| communicated without injury to the public interest, 
| showing the present relations between the United 
| States and Texas. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


| The bill to limit the eales of the public lands, 
| except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
| came up as the special order. 

Mr. WALKER proposed, as no gentleman 
| seemed ready to go on with the discussion, to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill until 
to-morrow. 


Mr. CLAY expressed a wish for a postpone- 


| great degree, and operate as an encouragement to 
| speculation. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, after a few remarks, 
moved to postpone the bill until Monday. 

Mr. WALKER objected to the postponement 
| to so late a day as Monday, on the ground that 


| passage of the bill. 


ments. 
without considerable discussion; and, therefore, 
the sooner that discussion commenced, the better 
the chance the bill would have of being brought to 


it would not be to a later day than Friday next. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, did not wish to prevent 
| any gentleman from having a fair opportunity of 
| expressing his opinions on the subject, and was 
willing to allow a reasonable time to make the bill 
as perfect in its details as possible. 
to what had fallen from 





| in the way of passing this bill. It was not to its 
| details, but to the great principle of it, that the 
Senator objected; and he would take the occasion 
to say that it would puzzle that gentleman’s 


|| ingenuity to show (as he had said he could do) 
| that there were provisions in the bill that would | 


| lead to more speculation than was practiced under 

| the present system of conducting land sales. No 
|| matter what measure should be devised, it was 
_more than any man could do to prevent speculation 
altogether. But the friends of the biil believed 
| that much could be done towards limiting its 
| extent, and therefore were anxious to give their 
| plan a fair trial. 
| Now, as to disposing of the bill, he would prefer 
| that the Senate should go on with it to-morrow, 
| and gentlemen could, in the mean time, prepare 
| such amendments as they might wish to offer. 


| He would now repeat what he had said when he | 


| arose, that he was willing to give a reasonable 
| time for the discussion; but beyond the time he 
had mentioned, he was not disposed to go. He 
| hoped the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. W a.xer) 


| would consider it his duty to the Senate, and to | 


|| the country, to take up the bill as early as possi- 
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silver from the land offices to the deposit banks; | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of war be directed | 


ment to a later period. He expressed his opposi- | 
tion to the bill throughout, and said that he would | 
be able to demonstrate, conclusively, that instead || 
| of preventing speculations in the public lands and || 
| limiting the sales, it would increase the sales to a | 


this being a short session, it would endanger the | 
He wished the bill to be | 
taken up to-morrow, and for the discussion to go | 
on while gentlemen were preparing their amend- | 
He knew that it could not be passed | 


| @ final decision before the close of the session. If | 
a postponement should be ordered, he hoped that | 


With regard || 
e Senator from Ken- || 
| tucky, [Mr. Cuay,] he presumed that it was not | 

his intention to throw any unnecessary impediment | 
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The question was then taken, and the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed till Friday 
| next. 

' 


INDEMNITY BILL. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the previous 
orders were postponed, and the Senate took up 
the bill anticipating the payment of the indemnities 
| due to American citizens under the French and 

Neapolitan treaties. 

A debate ensued in which the bill was advocated 
by Mesers. WRIGHT and BUCHANAN, and 
| opposed by Messrs. CLAY, CALHOUN, and 
1] BAYARD. 
After which the question was taken, ‘ Shall 
this bill be rapes and read a third time?’’ and 
decided in the negative—yens 19, nays 22; as 
follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, 
|Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Linn, Nicholaa, 

Niles, Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
| Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, and Wright 
| —19. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Cal- 
|| houn, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Illinois, 
| Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, King of Geor- 
| gia, Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, 
|| Robbins, Strange, Swift, Tomlinson, and White 

THE TARIFF OF 1832. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill to repeal 
|| the tenth and twelfth clauses of the second section 
|| of the tariff act of 1832 was taken up, and consid- 
| ered as in Committee of the Whole; and, after an 
explanation from Mr. WRIGHT, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 


The following bills were severally read the 
second time and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading: 

The bill to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, 
to purchase a certain half section of land; and 

he bill to allow a drawback of duties on im- 
ported hemp, when manufactured into cordage 
and exported. : 
|| After the consideration of executive business, 
The Senate adjourned. 


| 
| 
1| 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, January 18, 1837. 


Mr. ELISHA WHITTLESEY, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
|] meanee Brady; which was read twice and com- 
| mitted. 


Mr. FORESTER, from the same committee, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Michael Fenwick, deceased; 
which was read twice and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to continue the national 
road from the Mississippi river to Jefferson City, 
| in the State of Missouri; which was read twice, 
| and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union. 


Mr. MERCER, from the same committee, re- 
rted a bill to continue the national road from 
andalia to the Mississippi river, in the Siate of 
| Illinois; which was read twice, and committed to 
|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
|| tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
|| William Fitzgerald; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Hannah Eldridge, of Maine; 
which was read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the case of Ellis Ty- 
\| cer; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
Resolutions were then called for, commencing 





amount of money has been expended in each | ble,and then gentlemen would havean opportunity | with Kentucky, the point where the House last 


month of the year 1836, in removing gold and 


|| of discussing the subject. 


\! left off. 
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On motion of Mr. BOYD, 


* of causing an examination to bemade by a board 


‘ of officers of rank and experience of the improve- || ‘ i c 
ordering the main question to be put; which were 


‘ ments in fire-arms by Cochran, Hall, Colt, and 
* Baron Hacket, and that the general results be 


‘ presented in tabular statements, exhibiting the | 


* advantages of each in all important military points 


‘ of view, and especially as to, 1. The celerity of | 
* fire; 2. The extent of recoil; 3. The efficiency | ; 
| ney, Chapman, Chapin, John F’. H. Claiborne, 


‘of the fire; 4. The inconvenience from heated 
* barrels in rapid firing; 5. The capacity of being 
‘used asa rifle; 6. The wr ares and cheapness 
* of construction; 7. Durability; 8. Saving of am- 
‘munition and appendages; 9. The number of 
‘charges which ma 
‘soldier; 10. The advantages when used against 


‘a charge of cavalry; and 11. The advantages || 
| Richar 


when used by cavalry.” 


PETITIONS, ETC., ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. HAWES submitted the following; which | 
was read: 


| 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolu- | 
tions, propositions, or papers, relating in any || 
way, or to any extent whatever, to the subject of | 
slayery; or the abolition of slavery, shall, without | 


being printed or referred, be laid upon the table, | lin Pierce, James A. Pearce, Pinckney, John 


and that no further action whatever shall be had | 
thereon. 


House should adopt a resolution of this kind, 
after the time which had been lost b 
on abolition petitions. He wished to raise no 
debate, because he thought they had had enough 
on this subject; and therefore, to test the sense of 
the House, he moved the previous question. 


Mr. ADAMS raised the question of the con- | 


sideration of the resolution; and 
After some conversation between the CHAIR, | 


Mr. MERCER, and Mr. ADAMS, the CHAIR || 


entertained the motion, and the question was put, 
** Shall this resolution be now considered ?’’ 

Mr. PHILLIPS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 115, nays 
57; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Anthony, Barton, Bean,Black, 
Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, 


land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Crane,Cush- 
Farlan, French, Fry, Galbraith, Gholson, Gra- 


ham, Grantland, Graves, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, 


be carried by an infantry | 


discussions | 


|| Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bynum, 





Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Cave John- | 
son, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, | 
Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, | 
Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Abijah 
Mann, Martin, William Mason, Sampson Mason, | 
. Maury, May, McComas, McKay, McKim, Mc- 

Lene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, | 


Owens, Page, Patterson, James A. Pearce, Pinck- |, 


ney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richard- 


Shields, Shinn, Smith, Spangler, Standefer, 
Steele, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, | 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, Webster, Weeks, | 
White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, | 
Sherrod Williams, and Yell—115. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bai- | 
ley, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Bynum, William B. | 


Calhoun, Campbell, George Chambers, Chaney, || 


Chetwood, Childs, Clark, Darlington, Denny, | 
Evans, Everett, Fowler, Granger, Grayson, | 


Grennell,-Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, || 
Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Inger- | 
soll, Ingham, Janes, Kennon, Lawrence, Lincoln, || 


Job Mann, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer,Parker, | 


Dutee J. Pearce, Phillips, Reed, Robertson, Rus- || 


sell, William B. Shepard, Sloane, Sprague, Talia- 


ferro, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, | 


Elisha Whittlesey, and Young—57. 


So the consideration of the resolution was | 
agreed to. 
[A vote in the negative would have been tanta- | 
mount to its rejection. ] 
Mr. HAWES then renewed his demand for the |! 


} 
| 





| Cushing, Darlington, Denny, George Evans, 
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| previous question; and it was seconded by the || Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hiland Hall, H 
** Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- || 


‘ fairs be instructed toinquire into the expediency | 


House, (taken by tellers)—ayes 104, noes 42. 
Mr. ROBERTSON moved a call of the House. 


st. 
Mr. EVANS called for the yeas and nays on 


ordered, and were—yeas 127, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, 
Ashley, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Black, 
Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Cha- 


Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cush- 
man, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, 
Farlin, French, Fry, Galbraith, Gholson, Grant- 
land, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, 
Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, 
M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler,.Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leon- 
ard, Logan, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 
William Mason, Moses Slosen tienes Mason, 
Maury, at McCarty, McComas, McKay, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Frank- 


Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, 


|, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Mr. HAWES said he thought it was time the || 
| John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Turrill, Van- 


Standefer, Steele, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, 


derpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, 
Weeks, White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod 
Williams, and Yell—127. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, ee? 
ohn 
Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, George Chambers, 
John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Clark, Crane, 
Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, 
Rice Garland, Graham, Granger, Graves, Gray- 
son, Grennell, Haley, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, 


| Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Howell, 
|, Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Laporte, Law- 
|| rence, Lay, Lincoln, McKennan, Mercer, Parker, 
|| Dutee J. Pearce, Phillips, Pickens, Reed, Rencher, 


Robertson, Russell, William B. Shepard, Augus- 


| tine H. Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Storer, 


Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, Elisha Whittle- 


| sey, Lewis Williams, and Young—66. 
Chapman, Chapin, John I’. H. Claiborne, Cleve- || 


So the House agreed that the main question be 


| now . 
man, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, || 


ut 
Mr. GRENNELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 129, nays 69; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, 


| Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, Black, Bockee, 
|| Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, 


Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John 
F.. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 


|| Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, 


Efner, Farlin, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, 


| Gholson, Grantiand, Graves, Joseph Hall, Ha- 


mer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Flaynes, Holsey, 


| Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
son, Rogers, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, || 


man, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard 


|M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, 
| Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, Joshua 
| Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, 
| Loyall, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William Ma- 


son, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, 
May, McComas, McKay, McKim, McLene, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, James 
A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Pinckney, John Rey- 
nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Rodgers, 
Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Stande- 
fer, Steele, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Willams, 
and Yell—129. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, Campbell, Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Crane, Caleb 
or- 
ace Everett, Fowler, Graham, Granger, Grayson, 





J anuary 18, 


in 


a 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Howel! 
Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, John W. Jones’ 
Benjamin Jones, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, ead 
coln, Lyon, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Mj). 
ligan, Morris, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. Pe 
Phillips, Pickens, Reed, Rencher, Robertson 
Russell, William B. Shepard, Slade, Sloane’ 
Sprague, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Vinton, Wardwell, and Elisha Whittlesey—¢g,' 

[Before the decision was announced, Mr. 


arce, 


| DROMGOOLE rose and asked the permission of 


the House to record his vote in the affirmatiye 
as he was momentarily out of his seat when his 
name was called. It was objected to.]} 


BURNING OF THE TREASURY BUILDING. 
The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW Jacksoy 
Jr., Esq.: ; 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sir: | hereby submit to the House of Repre- 
sentatives certain communications from the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury and the Attorney of the 
United States for the District of Columbia. 
They relate to the difficulties which have been 


| interposed under the existing laws, in bringing to 


conviction and punishment the supposed incendia- 
ries of the.Treasury buildings in the year 1833. 

The peculiar circumstances of this case, so long 
concealed, and of the flagrant frauds by persons 
disconnected with the Government, which were 
still longer concealed, and to screen some of which 
forever was probably a principal inducement to 
the burning of the buildings, lead me earnestly to 
recommend a revision of the laws on this subject. 
1 do this with a wish not only to render the pun- 
ishment hereafter more severe for the wanton 
destruction of the public property, but to repeal 
entirely the statute of limitation in all criminal 
cases except small misdemeanors, and in no event 
to allow a party to avail himself of its benefits 
during the period the commission of the crime 
was kept concealed, or the persons on trial were 
not suspected of having perpetrated the offense. 

It must be manifest to Congress that the ex- 
posed state of the public records here, without 
fire-proof buildings, imperatively requires the 
most ample remedies for their protection, and 
the greatest vigilance and fidelity in all officers, 
whether executive or judicial, in bringing to con- 
dign punishment the real offenders. 

Without these, the public property is in that 
deplorable situation which depends quite as much 
on accident and good fortune, as the laws, for 
safety. ANDREW JACKSON. 

January 17, 1837. 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 27, 1836. 

Sir: It is requested that you would communi- 
cate to this department the technical objections 
on the ground of the statute of limitations which 
may have been raised to prevent conviction in the 
trial of the supposed offenders for burning the 
Treasury buildings in March, 1833. 

I will thank you to state also the instructions 
given by the court to the jury on that subject, in 
order that, through the President of the United 
States, the attention of Congress may be early 
invited to any new legislation which the circum- 
stances of the case may appear to render proper, 
in order to increase the security of the public 
property in this city, by both increasing the 
punishment for illegal depredations upon it, and 
removing such improper obstacles to conviction 
therefor, when the supposed offenders are detected, 
as may seem to Congress now to exist. 

i am, &c., 
LEVI eee 
Secre of the Treasury. 
F.S. Key, ~ 
District Attorney United States, Washington. 


Wasuineton, 27th December, 1836. 
Sir: According to the request in your letter of 
this day, I inclosea copy of the instructions given 
by the court to the jury, on the act of 1790, on 
the trial of Richard H. White. 
I understand that the only juror who held out 
for acquitting the prisoner, was satisfied of his 
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yilt, but refused to find him guilty on the ground 
of this instruction as to the limitations. It is cer- 
tainly highly necessary that the law should be || 
amended so as to prevent the bar of the statute | 
from operating in cases where the proper officers 
of Government did not know, and could not by | 
due diligence have known, by whom the offenses | 
were committed. One or two cases similar to | 
the present have occurred heretofore in the circuit | 
court in which this defense has been sustained. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. 8S. KEY, U. S. Att’y D. C. 





Circuit Court of the District of Columbia for the | 
county of Washington, November term, 1836. 
Tue Unirep States On an indictment for burning | 
. the Treasury building. On trial of | 

against this cause, the court gave to the | 
Ricuarp H. Warre. ) jury the following instructions: | 
if the jury believe from the evidence that the | 
sudden departure from the District of the traver- 
ser, on the evening of the 30th March, 1833, was | 
for the purpose, or with a view, to avoid punish-— 
ment for the offense of burning the Treasury | 
building, or for any other offense, this was a | 
fleeing from justice, and the statute of limitation | 
is no bar; unless the jury should also believe that 
said prisoner afterwards returned to the county of 
Washington, and that his return was so open and | 
public, and under such circumstance, that oppor- | 
tunity was afforded, by the use of ordinary dili- | 
gence and due means, to have arrested him; and that | 
two yearsand more have elapsed from that period || 
to the time of finding the indictment in this case. || 


re 


| 
} 
| 


| 


—_ }| 
District of Columbia, county of Washington, to wit: | 
1, William Brent, clerk of the circuit court of | 
the District of Columbia, for the county of Wash- 
ington, hereby certify, that the within is a true and | 
correct copy of the instruction given by the said | 
court in the case of the United States against | 
Richard H. White, on an indictment for burning | 
the Treasury building. 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe my || 
name, and affix the seal of the said || 
[u. s.]  circuitcourt for the county aforesaid, || 
at the city of Washington, this 28th |) 
day of December, 1836. 
WM. BRENT, Clerk. | 
The message having been read, was, on motion 
of Mr. THOMAS, referred, with the accompany- 
ing documents, to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


BOUNDARY OF MISSOURI. 


The following message, in writing, was also re- || 
ceived from the President of the United States, by || 
the hands of Anprew Jackson, Jr., Esq.: | 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: || 

I transmit to Congress, herewith, the copy of an || 
act of the State of Missouri, passed on the 16th || 
ultimo, expressing the assent of that State to the || 
several provisions of the act of Congress entitled | 
**An act to extend the western boundary of the || 
State of Missouri to the Missouririver,”’ approved || 
June 7, 1836. A copy of the act, duly authen- | 
ticated, has been deposited in the Department of || 
State. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasuinecron, January 17, 1837. | 








AN ACT to express the assent of the State of 
Missouri to the extension of the western bound- 
ary line of the State. 

Be it tnacted by the General Assembly of the State of || 
Missouri, as follows: 
1. That the State of Missouri has, and by this 
act does declare her assent to the several provisions 
of the act of Congress entitled ‘* An act to extend 
the western boundary of the State of Missouri to 
the Missouri river,’”’ approved the 7th of June, 

1836, and do hereby accept the same. | 
2. The Governor of this State .is authorized to 

transmit to the proper authority of the United 

States a copy of this act, duly certified under the 

great seal of State. 

JOHN JAMESON, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
FRANKLIN CANNON, 
President of the Senate. 
Approvep, December 16, 1836. 
LILBURN W. BOGGS. 
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I, Litsurn W. Bocas, Governor of the State | Mr. VANDERPOEL moved its postponement 
of Missouri, do hereby certify that the aforegoing | till to-morrow, for the purpose, he explained, of 
is a true copy of ** An act to express the assent | reaching the Michigan bill. 
of the State of Missouri to the extension of the Mr. UNDERWOOD wished to move an 


western boundary line of the State,”’ approved as | amendment so as to postpone it to a day certain, 
set forth December 16, 1836. 


| passed. 


| act for the relief of the exiles from Poland. 


| further consideration of the bill until Tuesday 
| next. 


In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the great seal of the 
State to beaffixed. Done at thecity 
of Jefferson, this nineteenth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six, and of the independence of 
theUnited States the sixty-first, and of 
the State of Missouri the seventeenth. 
LILBURN W. BOGGS. 


By the Governor: 
HENRY SHURLOS, 
Secretary of State. 
The message having been read, was, on motion 


of Mr. MERCER, ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 


CLERKS iN TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a report of the Register of the 
Treasury on the salaries of clerks in the different 
offices; which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLE- 
SEY, of Ohio, was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

The House then proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to authorize the President of the United | 
States to furnish certain ordnance stores to the 


{u. s.] 


| 


| and to require from the Sergeant-at-Arms a return 
of the mileage charged by members at the present 
and last sessions of Congress. 
| The CHAIR said a motion to postpone was 
not susceptible of amendment. 
— SUTHERLAND moved to lay it on the 
| table. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
for the yeas and nays; which being ordered, 
Mr. SUTHERLAND withdrew the motion, 


and the motion to postpone recurring, after some 


|, remarks from Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, the 
| |B and nays were ordered on the call of Mr. 


ILLIAMS, of North Carolina. 
The motion to postpone was further briefly 
discussed by Messrs. RENCHER, LEWIS 


| WILLIAMS, CRAIG, and VANDERPOEL. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous 
uestion, (on ordering the bill to be engrossed.) 
Mr. WARDWELL moved to lay the bill on 
the table; [which motion took precedence.} 
| Mr. CRAIG asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered , and were—yeas 11, nays 192. 
So the motion to lay on the table being decided 
in the negative, the question recurred on the d 


| mand for the previous question; which was 


seconded by the House—ayes 78, noes 63. 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question to be put, but they 
were refused; and on taking the question, there 


several States was then taken up, read a third | appeared—ayes 85, noes 32; no quorum. 


time, and passed. 
The bill amendatory of the act for the contin- | 


| uation of the Cumberland road was, on motion of 


Mr. THOMAS, postponed until to-morrow. 


Mr. OWENS moved a call of the House. 
Lost. 


The question was again taken, and decided in 
| the affirmative—ayes 1]2, noes not counted. 


The bill to change the collection district of |, Mr HIESTER called for the yeas and nays 


Deighton, in the State of Massachusetts, to Fall | 
river, and for other purposes, was read a third | 


time and passed. 


| 
The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary | 


of the Treasury to correct a clerical error in the || ))j}i should be read a thir 
| award of the Commissioners under the treaty | 


with France, of 1831, was read a third time and 


The House then took up the bill to amend the | 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to postpone the 


And, after some few remarks by Messrs. 
BOON, LINCOLN, MAY, and BOULDIN, 


Mr. THOMAS moved to lay the bill on the | 


table; which was agreed to—ayes 99, noes not 
counted. 


The ore resolution granting a portion of the 
public lands to universities and colleges in the 
several States was- taken up, read twice, and, 
on motion of Mr. FRENCH, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The joint resolution granting a pension to Mrs. 
ecatur was also taken up, read twice, and, on 


motion of Mr. THOMAS, postponed until to- || 


morrow. 

The bill to continue in force for a limited time 
‘* An act authorizing certain soldiers in the late 
war to surrender the bounty lands drawn by 


them, and to locate others in lieu thereof,”’ was | earliest decision. The people of Michi 


taken up, and, on motion of Mr. KENNON, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The ‘‘bill to change the title of certain officers 
of the Navy,’’ was taken up, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The ‘bill directing the fabrication of certain 
gold coins,’’ was taken up,and, after a few words 
from Messrs. ABIJAH MANN, JARVIS, 


CONNOR, was postponed until to-morrow. 


The ‘‘bill to abolish the distinctions in ports of 
entry, and extending the privilege of drawback,”’ 
was also postponed till to-morrow. 

The ‘‘bill to establish a more uniform rule of 
computing the mileage and per diem compensation 
of members of Congress,’’ was taken up. 


MERCER, PARKER, SUTHERLAND, and 


on the main question, (the engrossment of t 
bill;) which were ordered, and were—yeas 186, 
= 16. 

o the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and, the question being when the 
time, 
| Mr. HANNEGAN said he thought they had 
| done injury enough for one day, for they had 


| ordered to be engrossed one of the most confused 


and ill-digested measures ever passed upon in that 


|, House; and he therefaye moved that the House 


adjourn. Lost. 

The question ordering the bill to be engrossed 
|| for a third reading to-morrow was lost—71 to 76; 
|| and the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
| now. 
| ‘The ** bill for the reorganization of the Treas- 
| ury Department,’ was, on motion of Mr. MANN, 
of New York, postponed until to-morrow. 


} 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 


|| The House then took up the bill from the 
| Senate entitled ‘An act to admit the State of 
| Michigan into the Union — an equal footing 
| with the original States,’’ the question being on 
|, its commitment to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union. 
|. Mr. THOMAS said he did not feel a very deep 
interest in the decisiog of this question. e be- 
|| lieved that this bill ought to be speedily disposed 
|| of, and would prefer that the House should act 
||upon it in that form which would insure the 
n, we 
|| know, exceeded eighty thousand in number four 
years since, and were at that time, under the 
guarantees of the ordinance of 1787, and in accord- 
| ance with the course pursued towards the other 
| States which have been admitted, entitled to all 
| the benefits enjoyed by other citizens of the United 
States. This claim been postponed, and I 
|| think the House ought to proceed in that mode 
| which will secure to the majority of the body the 
'| entire control of the measure. In the House we 
have a right to order the previous question; in 











the Committee of the Whole the rules take away 
the privilege of that question. Although the pre- 
vious question has been, and will be anathema- 
tized, yet no man who has marked the action of 
this, or of any other legislative body, will deny 
but that nearly every member has, at one time or 
another, voted for that question, when in his 
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opinion such a measure had become necessary to '| member had the floor and were to speak for two 


terminate unreasonable discussion. In this in- | 
stance the House ought to be, and Mr. T. hoped | 
it would be, reasonably indulgent. If the discus- 
sion should be confined to questions directly or | 
indirectly connected with the bill, they would be | 


heard until the House was prepared to decide. || 


But if the debate should be unreasonably extended, 
it ong to be closed, and he hoped it would be | 
closed, in justice to the people of Michigan, whose | 
representatives have a right to participate in the | 
legislation of Congress. 

Mr. HARDIN eaid, for his part he did not | 
care whether this subject was referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or | 
not, provided a full and free opportunity to dis- 


cuss the subject was allowed. The gentleman || 


from Maryland (Mr. Tuomas] had promised that 


he would not move nor support the previous ques- | 


tion, provided gentlemen confined themeelves to | 
the subject of the bill; but, he would ask, who 

was to be the judge in this case? because some 

gentlemen spoke more close to the question than | 
others on any subject. If, however, he could be 

allowed a reasonable scope of debate, he cared | 
little where the bill went. He did not know that | 
he would desire to discuss the question; but if it | 
was necessary for him to do so, he wished to have | 
the opportunity. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired of the Chair if it was | 
not indispensably necessary that this bill should | 
be committed. If he was not very much mistaken | 
it involved an appropriation. 

The CHAIR replied, that it did not involve an | 
appropriation. It only directed that Michigan | 
at have her share of the surplus now for dis- | 
tribution. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired if it did not provide 
that a portion of the public money should be taken | 
from the Treasury. 

The CHAIR remarked, that it did not propose | 
to take any money out of the Treasury in the shape | 
of an appropriation. It only provided for giving | 
Michigan a share of the surplus revenue, which, | 
if this bill did not pass, would go to the other | 
States. 

The question then recurred on committing the | 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, then called for the 


reading of the bill; and it was accordingly read by 
the Clerk. 

Mr. BRIGGS renewed the point of order, that | 
the bill required commitment, on the ground that | 
as it provided for the election of Senators and a | 
member of the House of Representatives, it thereby 


involved a charge, though indirectly, upon the | 
Treasury. He drew the attention of the Chair to 
his decision upon the same point last session, 
when the present Speaker decided conformably to 
the point Mr. B. now raised. 

The CHAIR replied that the present bill was 
one thing, and a bill already the law of the land | 
was another; and though it might have been 
necessary to commit a bill which had become the 
law of the land, it did not necessarily follow that | 
the bill under consideration should be committed. | 

Mr. PATTON remarked that there was no 
instance in the history of this Government of a 
State having been admitted into the Union with- 
out the bill providing for its admission being com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union. Moreover, the majority had it in | 
their power to take the bill out of committee, | 
and might also send it there with instructions to | 
report it back forthwith. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND would be willing to 
into Committee of the Whole on this bill if the 
subject was a new one, or even if he could per- 
suade himself there was a single member of the 
House who did not understand the merits of the 
question. He denied that a majority could dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from a bill, 
since the idea had always been countenanced that, 
as long as an amendment was pending, no bill | 
could be brought into the House. 

Mr. PA N inquired if the Committee of 
the Whole could not be instructed to report the 
bill forthwith without amendment? 

Mr. SUTHERLAND replied, supposing a' 





or three days, the bill could not be taken out of 
committee in the midst of a gentleman’s speech. 
He was willing to give as much latitude in the 
House as would be desired. 
| Mr. STORER insisted upon a fair construction 
of this bill; the rule of the House required its 


|| being committed. He argued the peint on the 


same ground as the gentieman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Brices,} maintaining further, that the 
new bill was merely supplementary to an amend- 
ment of the former act. 

The question was then taken on committing the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; and it was decided in the negative— 
| yeas 86, nays 110; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Adams, Heman Allen,Ashley, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 
Campbell, Carter, George Chambers, John Cham- 
bers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
| Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Deberry, Denny, Elmore, Evans, Ever- 
ett, Rice Garland, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hardin, Harlan, 
Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, Howell, In- 
gersoll, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Lawler, Lawrence, 
George W. Lay, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, Mc- 
Kennan, McLene, Mercer, Milligan, Parker, 
Patton, James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, 
Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Robert- 
ussell, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. 


son, 


|| Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, 


Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Turner, Underwood, 
Vinton, Washington, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, and Young—2s6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, 
Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Boyd, 
Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cam- 
breleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, 
John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Connor, Craig, 
Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Dromgoole,Dunlap, 
Efner, Farlin, Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Gal- 
braith, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Samuel S. Harrison, Albert G. Harri- 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holt, Hop- 
| kins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, 
| Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, 
William Mason,Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page. Parks, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Pinck- 
ney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richard- 
son, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, 
Smith, Sprague, Sutherland, are Thomas, 
John Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Weeks, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, and Yell—110. 

So the House refused to commit the bill. 


Mr. THOMAS said he was himself prepared 
to g° on with the subject till twelve o’clock at 
night; but if the House preferred adjourning, he 
would yield; and, in order to test its sense, he 
would move an adjournment. Mr. T., however, 
withdrew the motion at the request of 

The CHAIR, who presented from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury a report of the contracts for 
light-houses, light-bou 8, &c., for the year 1836; 
which, on motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 





SELECT COMMITTEE 


| On the resolution of Mr. Wise for an inquiry 
into the Executive Departments of the Govern- 
ment: Messrs. Wise of Virginia, Prarce of 
Rhode Island, Muntensere of Pennsylvania, 
Campsett of South Carolina, Hannecan of 
Indiana, Parks of Maine, Lixcotn of Massachu- 
setts, Mann of New York, Cuaner of Ohio. 


IN SENATE. 
Tavrspay, January 19, 1837. 
The Hon. Tromas Crayton, a Senator from 
the State of Delaware, attended, and the oath to 
| support the Constitution of the United States 
| having been administered to him by the Vice 
‘ President, he took his seat in the Senate. 





January 19, 

— = aa eeanameseeee 
TEXAS. 

The following message (in compliance with the 
resolution of the Senate of the 16th instant) was 
received from the President of the United States 
through Anprew Jackson, Jr., his Private Sec. 
retary: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate 
dated the 16th instant, [ transmit a copy and a 
translation of a letter addressed to me on the 4th 
of July last, by the President of the Mexican Re. 
public, and a copy of my reply to the same on the 
4th of September. No other communication upon 
the subject of the resolution referred to has been 
made to the Executive by any other foreign Goy. 
ernment, or by any person claiming to act in 
behalf of Mexico. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasnincron, January, 18, 1837. 


The President of the Mexican Republic to the Presi. 
dent of the United States. 
Corumaia, (in Texas,) July 4, 1836. 

Moca EstTeemep Sir: In fulfillment of the duties 
which patriotism and honor impose upon a public 
man, I came to this country at the head of six 
thousand Mexicans. Thechances of war, made 
inevitable by circumstances, reduced me to the 
condition of a prisoner, in which I still remain, as 
you may have already learned. The disposition 
evinced by General Sam Houston, the Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Texan army, and by his suc- 
cessor, General Thomas J. Rusk, for the term- 
ination of the war—the decision of the President 
and Cabinet of Texas in favor of a proper com- 
promise between the contending parties, and my 
own conviction, produced the conventions of 
which I send you copies inclosed, and the orders 
given by me to General Filisola, my second in 
command, to retire from the river Brasos, where 
he was posted, to the other side of the river Bravo 
del Norte. 

As there was no doubt that General Filisola 
would religiously comply, as far as concerned 
himself, the President and Cabinet agreed that | 
should set off for Mexico, in order to fulfill the 
other engagements; and, with that intent, I em- 
barked on board the schooner Invincible, which 
was to carry me to the port of VeraCruz. Unfor- 
tunately, however, some indiscreet persons raised 
a mob; which obliged the authorities to have me 
landed by force, and brought back into strict cap- 
tivity. This incident has prevented me from goin 
to Mexico, where I should otherwise have ated 
errly in last month; and, in consequence of it, the 
Government of that country, doubtless ignorant 
of what has occurred, has withdrawn the con- 
mand of the army from General Filisola, and has 
ordered his successor, General Urrea, to continue 
its operations. In obedience to which order that 
General is, according to the latest accounts, 
already at the river Nueces. In vain have some 
reflecting and worthy men endeavored to demon- 
strate the necessity of moderation, and of my 
going to Mexico, according to the convention; but 
the excitement of the public mind has increased 
with the return of the Mexican army to Texas. 
Such is the state of things here at present. The 
continuation of the war, and of its disasters, is 
therefore inevitable, unless the voice of reason be 
heard, in proper time, from the mouth of some 
powerful individual. It appears to me that you, 
sir, have it in your power to perform this good 
office, by interfering in favor oF the execution of 


| the said convention, which shall be strictly fulfilled 
| on my part. 


When I offered to treat with this 
Government, I was convinced that it was useless 
for Mexico to continue the war. I have acquired 
exact information respecting this ery which 
I did not possess four months ago. I have too 
much zeal for the interests of my country to wish 
for anything which is not compatible with them. 
Being always ready to sacrifice myself for its 
glory and advantage, I never would have hesitated 
to subject myself to torments or death rather than 
consent to any compromise, if Mexico could 
thereby have obtained the slightest benefit. I am 
firmly convinced that it is proper to terminate this 
question by political negotiation. That conviction 
alone determined me sincerely to agree to what 
has been stipulated; and, in the same spirit, 

make to you this frank declaration. Be pleased, 
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sir, to favor me by a like confidence on your part; 
afford me the satisfaction of avoiding approaching 
evils, and of contributing to that good which my 
heart advises. Let us enter into negotiations by 
which the friendship between your nation and the 
Mexican may be strengthened, both being ami- 
cably engaged in giving being and stability toa 
people who are desirous of appearing in the polit- 
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| Minister at Washington. They will hasten my | 
| return to Washington, to which place I will set || 
| Out in a few days, expecting to reach it by the 
| Ist of October. In the mean time, | hope Mexico 
/and Texas, feeling that war is the greatest of || 
| calamities, will pause before another campaign is || 
| undertaken, and can add to the number of those || 
scenes of bloodshed which have already marked |, 


ical world, and who, under the protection of the || the presses of their contest, and have given so |, 


two nations, will attain its object within a few | 
years. , i 

The Mexicans are magnanimous when treated | 
with consideration. I will clearly set before them 


noble and frank conduct on their part, and I doubt | 
not that they will act thus as soon as they have 
been convinced. : 

By what I have here submitted, you will see 
the sentiments which animate me; and with which 
| remain your most humble and obedient servant, 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. | 


To his Excellency General ANDREW Jackson, 
President of the United States of America. 








The President of the United States to the President | 
of the Mexican Republic. | 
Hermirtace, September 4, 1836. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- | 


ceipt of your letter of the fourth day of July last, 
which has been forwarded to me by General Sam 
Houston, under cover of one from him, trans- 
mitted by an express from General Gaines, who 
is in command of the United States forces on the 
Texan frontier. The great object of these com- 
munications appears to be to put an end to the 
disasters which necessarily attend the civil war 
now raging in Texas, and asking the interposition 
of the United States in furthering so humane and 
desirable a purpose. That any well-intended 


effort of yours in aid of this object should have || 


been defeated, is calculated to excite the regret of 
all who justly appreciate the blessings of peace, 
and who take an interest in the causes which con- 
tribute to the prosperity of Mexico in her domestic 
as well as her foreign relations. 

The Government of the United States is ever 
anxious to cultivate peace and friendship with all 
nations. But it proceeds on the principle that all 
nations have the right to alter, amend, or change 
their own Government, as the sovereign power, 
the people, may direct. In this respect it never 
interferes with the policy of other Powers, nor 
can it permit any on the part of others with its 
internal policy. Consistently with this principle, 
whatever we can do to restore peace between con- 
tending nations, or remove the causes of mis- 
understanding, is cheerfully at the service of those 
who are willing to rely upon our good offices as a 
friend or mediator. 

In reference, however, to the agreement which 
you, as the representative of Mexico, have made 
with Texas, and which invites the interposition 
of the United States, you will at once see that we 
are forbidden by the character of the communica- 


tions made to us through the Mexican Minister, | 


from considering it. That Government has noti- 
fied us that, as long as you are a prisoner, no act 
of yours will be “ene as binding by the Mex- 
ican authorities. Under these circumstances, it 
will be manifest to you that good faith to Mexico, 
as well as the general principle to which I have 
adverted, as forming the basis of our intercourse 
with all foreign powers, make it impossible for 
me to take any step like that you have antici- 
pated. If, however, Mexico should signify her 
willingness to avail herself of our good offices in 
bringing about the desirable result you have 
described, nothing could give me more pleasure 
than to devote my best services to it. To be 
instrumental in terminating the evils of civil war, 
and in substituting in their stead the blessings of 
peace, is a divine privilege. Every Government, 
and the people of all countries, should feel it their 
highest happiness to enjoy an opportunity of thus 
manifesting their love of each other, and their 
interest in the general principles which apply to 
them all as members of the common family of 
man. 

Your letter, and that of General Houston, com- 
mander-in-chief of the Texan army, will be made 
the basis of an early interview with the Mexican 


| who will give it a safe conveyance to you. 
the proper and humane reasons which require || 


| To General Antonio Lopez pe Santa Anna. 












much pain to their Christian friends throughout || 


| the world. 


This is sent under cover to General Houston, 


lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
ANDREW JACKSON, | 


The message and documents having been read, | 


Mr. PRESTON rose and said, it would strike | 
| the Senate at once that since the date of the letter || 


written by Santa Anna, his situation had been | 


| had been subsequently released, and was now in | 
the city of Washington. According to the terms | 
and purport of the correspondence, it would ap- | 
| pear that it was carried on whilst Santa Anna | 
| Was a prisoner. 
| States, aware of that fact, had expressed himself 
as being unable, in consequence, to enter into any 
negotiation with him while so situated. But now, 


as he (Mr. P.) had just stated, Santa Anna was | 
| in this city, and could negotiate on the subject up || 


| to April next; but whether he would or would 
_not, he (Mr. P.) could not say; nor was it very 
material to the purpose he (Mr. P.) had in hand. | 
There was a resolution in relation to Texas offered | 
|a few days ago by the honorable Senator from | 
Mississippi, and which had been made the order | 
of the day for to-day; what disposition he wished 
to make of it he was not aware. It was a matter | 
for the gentleman’s discretion. The correspund- 
ence which had been laid before the Senate, how- 
ever, would not, in his (Mr. P.’s) opinion, render 
it necessary to change the language of the resolu- 
tion. Concurring, as he did, with that resolution, 
he would now say that he was prepared to estab- 
| lish the fact, that upon the recognized principles 
| of national law, the practice of this Government, 
/and the policy of the country, she ought, as was 











| 


| recognition of the independence of Texas. He 


mediately acknowledged, and that, too, without | 
any regard to what might be said or done by 
Santa Anna, for his authority had ceased in | 
Texas forever. After having heard read the 
present and the other message of the President in 
relation to this subject, it was not hie desire that 
anything should be done here in reference to it | 





| 


The President of the United |! 


| her duty, to make a prompt, speedy, and absolute | 


hoped at the proper time to be able to prove this. | 
| He insisted that her independence should be im- || 


109 
_ Mr. WALKER, without intending to enter 
into a discussion at thistime, wished to state some 


_ information he possessed previous to the Senate 
acting on it, because he considered the 


ueation 
of the recognition of the independence of Texas 
as having noconnection with anything that Gene- 
ral Santa Anna might now do. He considered the 
claim of Texas to be founded as well on the settled 
policy of this Government, as on the laws of na- 
tions, and that it ought to be decided on its own 
merits. It would be recollected that the Presi- 


|| dent, in his message, shortly after the commence- 


ment of the session, placed thé condition of the 
recognition of the independence of Texas on the 
success or failure of the expedition then set on 


|| foot by Mexico, and which was about entering the 


Texan territory. One of the alternatives contem- 
plated by the President had taken place, so that, 
according to the views clearly expressed in his 
message, there was now no longer cause for 


delaying t know] i 
| very much changed. On the 4th of July last he || en ne ENTERS ee 


| was a prisoner in the hands of the Texans, but || 


Texas. 
Mr. W. here read a letter addressed by him to 


| a highly respectable individual lately arrived from 


Vera Cruz, whose name he said it would be im- 
proper to make public, though the letter was at 
the service of any of the members of the Senate 
who desired to see it, making inquiries respecting 


| the contemplated invasion of ‘Texas, with the gen- 


tleman’s reply. From this letter it appeared that 
the idea of subjugating Texas was not entertained 
by any intelligent man in Mexico; that the in- 
vading army was broken up, the small remnant 
| of it being without provisions or supplies of any 
| kind, and that the Mexican General Have had re- 
signed his command in consequence of not having 
been furnished by his Government with the 
means of opening the campaign. The gentleman 
further gives it as his opinion that the campaign 
| never will open, as it is as much as Mexico can 
| do to keep the discontented portion of her own 


| 


citizens quiet, several ingurrections having broken 
out which were suppressed not without difficulty. 
Mr. W. said that the President, in the message 
| alluded to, distinctly asserted that he considered 
| that the recognition of the independence of Texas 
| depended on the success or failure of the threat- 
| ened invasion. Now, (said Mr. W.,) the invad- 
| ing army being broken up and dispersed, and ite 
| commander having resigned, it would be perfectly 
obvious that the recognition of the independence 
| of Texas would be in accordance with the views 
of the President, thus clearly expressed. He 
would say nothing further now, than to repeat the 
_ hope, that whatever was done by this Government 
| might be done unconnected with General Santa 
Anna in any way whatever. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had always enter- 
| tained the opinion that the people of Texas could 
never live under the Mexican Government in 
peace and happiness. He had thought, too, that 





| that would have the effect of contravening, run- 
| ning counter to, or obstructing any purpose of the 
Executive of the United States. 

He (Mr. P.) had understood that the President, 
when he sent his former message, had submitted 
this matter to Congress for their consideration, 
| being willing to carry into effect what they might 
| deem right and proper; but there were, at that | 
| time, some difficulties in the way which prevented 
his recommending the adoption of any legislation | 
| on the subject. ie seemed to him, (said Mr. P.,) 
| that had the President of the United States not 
been aware of the fact that another expedition 
under General Bravo was about to invade Texas, 
| he would not have hesitated to recommend to 
Congress to do something in reference to settling 
the between Texas and Mexico. 

r. P. adverted to the circumstances con- 
nected with the failure of the expedition under 





that all‘he desired was that Congress shoul 
| proceed as early as ible to discuss the ques- 

tion of immediately acknowledging the independ- 

ence of Texas. She was entitled to it; she 

had a right to demand it of the United States, 

and the sooner it was granted the better. He 

would await the action of the honorable Senator 
| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,] as well as the 
consideration of the resolution of the Senator from 
Mississippi, when he would have something fur- 
ther to say on the subject. 





| 
General Bravo, and then concluded with saying 


| it was our duty, at the earliest period practicable, 
to recognize the independence of Texas. He felt 
certain, from the events which had occurred in 
| that country, that unless a speedy on put to 

what was going on there, the Rio del Norte would 
not be made the boundary of Texas. She would 
shake the Mexican empire to its very center, if 
| the controversy existing between her and Mexico 
| should not instantly cease. He was ready to 
| acknowledge her independence; and the sooner 
| that was done the better. 


The message and documents were then laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVY CONTRACTS. 
The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Navy Department, tranemitting a statement of 


the contracts entered into by the Navy Commis- 
sioners for the last year. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of 
the Legislature of Illinois, praying indemnity for 
| her citizens who suffered by Indian depredations 





in 1831 and 1832; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. . 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Horatio N. Crabb, praying for certain allowances 
of pay, refused him by the accounting officers; 
Pres was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


| 
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Mr. LINN presented the petition of certain 
citizens of Missouri, praying for preémption The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
righis; which was referred to the Committee on | William Eaton; 
the Public Lands. The bill to increase the compensation of the 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of certain | Principal clerk employed in the Adjutant General’s 


citizens of Virginia, interested in the coal mines office; : 
of that State, remonstrating against a repeal of | The bill for the relief of John McLeod; 


the duty on foreign coal; which was referred to The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins 
the Committee on Finance. and others; . : 

, | _ The bill to incorporate the Washington city 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum; 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- The bill for the relief of Charles G. Hunter; and 

nance, to which had been referred the petition of The bill to authorize the relinquishment of the 


Del"orrest Molice, reported a bill for his relief; 16th Sections of land granted for the use of schools, || 


which was read, and ordered to a second reading. —— —? of ae in lieu oo 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the eS eee Pe et ee enee, ae 


Judiciary, to which had been referred the bill to ie etete aes telceaneakennee nat = 
authorize the President of the United States to EWING of Ohio, y . : 


cause to be run and marked the line dividing the | 
territory of the United States from the State of || 
Missouri on the north, reported the same with || 
amendments. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the same committee, || 
reported also, with several amendments, the bill || 
to prevent the abatement of suits in the courts of || Mr. OWENS said he held in his hand a joint 
the United States. | resolution of the Legislature of the State of Geor- 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian | gia, in relation tothe late deposit act, which he 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for the | was directed to present to the House, and moved 
relief of James and John Brown, reported the that the same be read, laid on the table, and printed. 


same without amendment. ‘ »D) . i ’ 
‘ | merely expressed an opinion as to the policy o 
BILLS PASSED. 1] 
. , |, the deposit law, and was not calculated, and 
: The Os bills were severally read the third || would ok as he presumed, provoke alate 
time and passed: | Mr. BELL objected to th tion of the res- 
The bill to allow a drawback of duties on foreign | eee ee ee 
Sonn, when manufactured into cordage and ex-||) Mr. OWENS moved a suspension of the rule, 
orted ; || but th tion did not il. 
: The bill to repeal the provisoes in the tenth and || a a re se aiecebiaiinatie 
twelfth clauses of the second section of the tariff act || ae ° 
of 1832; | Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
The bill to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, || Private Land Claims, to which had been recom- 
to purchase a certain half section of land; and _|| mitted the bill for the relief of Louis Durette, 
The bill to continue in force for a limited time | reported the same back, with sundry amendments; 
the act to carry into effect the convention between || and it was committed to a Committee of the 
the United States and Spain. || Whole. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the same committee, 
Mr. GRUNDY [ : adda b hia II reported a ree reappointing the pennenas 
r. s 9 On leave, introduced @ OI || of the French and Spanish languages to the House 
oe the time of holding the circuit courts hn t until the Ist of February, 1338 ; which, after a 
nited States, in the State of Tennessee; which || few words from Messrs. E. WHi'l'f LESEY and 
was read twice and referred. HUNTSMAN, was, on motion of the former gen- 
Mr. KNIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill for || teman, postponed till Monday next. 


the relief of Samuel Warren; which was read |; Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the Committee 

twice and referred. |! on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a joint | relief of Daniel West, of the State of Massachu- 

resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to || setts; which was read twice and committed. 


apply the appropriation made last session for!) Mr, LAY, from the same committee, reported 


repairing the sea-wall at St. Augustine to the || q bill granting a pension to O’Neil McNeil; which 
reconstruction of the same; which was read twice || was read twice and committed. 


ee , Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 

BILLS ORDERED TO THIRD READING. Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Gil- 

The following bills were severally read the sec- |, bert Sprague Smith; which was read twice and 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the || committed. 


Whole, and ordered to a third meres || Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on invalid 
The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; _| Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
The bill for the payment of a debt due to An-| James M. Evans; which was twice read and 

toine Peltier; |, committed. 


ee dane of William H. Robinson | Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 


; : | and Canals, reported a resolution discharging the 
The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and the || Committee of oe whole from the iethaeaatel. 
other heirs-at-law of Benjamin King, deceased; || 


The bill for the relief of lenac Broneon: | eration of the * bill to authorize the New Orleans 
The bill for the relief of James McCrory; | — Senna ana wy 4 Zs ~ = 

: : : | railroad from Carroliton to the town o you 

oo for the relief of the legal heirs of Moses ‘Sara, in Louisiana,” which was concurred in; 
Eliner; | and the bill being brought into the House, was, 


——— We Kame of the legal representatives | en his motion, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


. wy: reading to-morrow. 

oo a for the relief of the heirs of William | Mr. MERCER, from the same committee, 
The bill for the relief of the administrator of || Teported a resolution directing the report and bill 

Michael Hogan, deceased; | of the Committee on Roads and Canals on the 
The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix; | completion of the Cumberland road east of the 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- || Ohio river, with certain additional documents in 

tives of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; | relation thereto, te be printed for the use of the 
The bill for the relief of certain officers of the || House; which was concurred in. 

United States sloop of war Boston; Mr. MERCER, from the Coramittee on Roads 
The bill for the relief of Moses Van Scanter; || and Canals, reported a resolution proposing to 
The bill for the relief of Sebastian Richards; discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
The bill for the relief of George W. Brand; further consideration of the ‘* bill further to amend 
The bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick; the act incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio 


The Senate then adjourned. 


Ennai 
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The bill for the relief of Caroline E. Clitherall; | Canal Company;”’ which was ienemens in; 


Mr. O. anticipated no objection as the resolution || 


oon January 19, 


| the same having been brought into the aoe 

| and a verbal amendment made, on motion of Mr. 
| M.; and it was then ordered to be engrossed for 
| a third reading to-morrow. 


|| Mr. McKENNAN, from the Committee on 
i| Roads and Canals, reported an amendment, dj- 
|| recting a survey of the Alleghany river from 
|| French creek, in Pennsylvania, to Olean Point in 
|| New York, to bill No. 828, authorizing a survey 
| of certain rivers therein named; which was com. 
| mitted to the same Committee of the Whole 
| having charge of that bill. 


Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
|| Pensions, reported a bill to revive and continue in 
| force the act of the 24th of May, 1828, and other 
|| acts and provisions therein mentioned, providiy 

_velief for persons wounded in the war of the 
| Revolution; which was read twice and committed. 


| On motion of Mr. KLINGENSMITH, the 
| Committee on Revolutionary Pensions was dig. 
| charged from the further consideration of the 
case of Amos Wood; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revoly. 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the cases of John Bishop and William Peckham; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BEAUMONT, from the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
| in the case of Captain N. Faris, Robert Powell, 
R. Fauntleroy, and Major Thomas Smith; which 
| were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report in the case 


of Ebenezer James; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an unfavorable report in the 


case of N. Miller; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the report in the case 
of J. McCormick; and the same was committee 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable report in the 
case of Joshua Ross; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report in 
the case of Mary O’Bannon; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made unfavorable reports in the cases 
of John Thompson, Joshua Buckingham, Joseph 
Anderson, Stephen Mouce, Thomas Frazier, and 
cnane: Cienotnnds which were ordered to lie on 
the tabie. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


' Mr. HARLAN submitted the following reso- 
|| lution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 








Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law for the in- 
surance and protection from accidents by fire or 
otherwise, the building lately leased by the Post- 
master General from B. O. Tayloe, for the use of 
the Post Office Department; and that said commit- 
tee ascertain and report to this House, the terms 
and conditions of the lease entered into by the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the buildings rented 
by him, referred to, and made a part of the agree- 
ment between the Postmaster & 

Tayloe. 

Mr. HARLAN said that by referring to the 
contract made by the Postmaster General for the 
buildings alluded to, it seemed to him, and he sub- 
mitted it to the consideration of other gentlemen, 
whether, if this contract was binding on the Gov- 
ernment, it would not become the insurer of the 
buildings? By the stipulations of that contract, 
the head of the Post Office Department bound 
himself to return the building in good condition, 
and he took it, if the building was destroyed by 
fire, the Government would be bound to rebuild 
it. He thought, then, that Congress ought to 


eneral and said 
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' Commissioners of the Navy during the year 1836; 
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make some provision for having this building | 
insured, so as to exonerate the Government from | 
the risk incurred by the terms of this contract. | 
He did not pretend to say whether the contract | 
was binding on the Government or not; it was 

very certain there*was no authority given to make 

the contract; but he supposed, from the emergency 

of the case, that the Government would recognize | 
it and fulfill its stipulations. He was also desirous | 
of ascertaining from the Postmaster General the | 
terms and conditions of the contract entered into 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for a part of | 
this building; because it appeared that the Secre- || 
tary had contracted for all the back buildings, | 
stables, &c. And for the purpose of procuring | 
this information, he proposed to refer the subject | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 


ds. 

7a. CONNOR suggested that the gentleman || 
might obtain his object more directly by making | 
calis on the Secretary of the Treasury and Post- | 
master General. : | 
Mr. HARLAN observed that he was induced | 
to refer the subject to the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads, because the chairman of || 
that committee had, on his own motion, referred | 
the subject of investigation into the causes of the 
destruction of the Post Office building to his own | 
committee. As the gene had taken charge 
of that subject, Mr. H. was disposed to give him 
this also; and he might ascertain of the Secretary 
of the Treasury the real character of the lease, and 
lay it before the House. 
Mr. CONNOR said, in relation to offering the | 
resolution alluded to by the gentleman, he had | 
only to say, that after a consultation in the com- | 
mittee room, it was concluded that the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was the most 
appropriate, committee to which to refer the sub- | 
ject of the investigation into the causes of the | 
destruction of the Post Office building; and he | 
was instructed to introduce the resolution, and in- || 
troduced it under those instructions. Had it not || 
been for this, certainly he should not have been || 
desirous of bringing upon himself the arduous duty 

connected with this investigation. 
The resolution was then adopted—ayes 77, noes 
not counted. “| 
Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following | 
resolution: 
+ Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed | 


to lay before this House a statement showing || 


the mileage claimed, and the sums paid therefor, | 


to the members of this House, and the delegates || 





from Territories respectively, during the last and 
present session of Congress; and that he also pro- 
cure and lay before this House a similar statement 
in regard to the Senators in Congress. 

Mr. BOON moved to strike out of the resolu- 


tion that part relating to the mileage of the Sena- || 


tors of the United States. 

After some remarks by Messrs. HARDIN, 
WADDY THOMPSON, CRAIG, BOON, and 
UNDERWOOD, 


Mr. BOON moved to lay the resolution on the || trict of Columbia, reported, without amendment, | 


table. 

Mr. CRAIG called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MANN moved that the House proceed to | 
the orders of the day; which was agreed to—ayes 
96, noes 74. : 

FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. BELL renewed his notice for leave to 

introduce a bill to secure the freedom of elections. 





THE 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| of Lucius W. Stockton and others, madea special 


|| nessee, was read the second time, and ordered to 
a third reading. 


| Pensions, reported a bill to continue for a longer | 
| period the office of Commissioner of Pensions; | 
| which was read, and ordered to a second reading. | 


| 





NAVY CONTRACTS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, cover- 
ing a statement of the contracts made by the 


| 





ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
POLISH EXILES. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, (who said he 
made the motion under a pledge to a gentleman 
yesterday,) the vote of the House by which the 
“bill to amend the act for the relief of the exiles 
from Poland,’? was laid on the table yesterday, 
was reconsidered, and the further consideration 
thereof postponed until to-morrow. 


which, | 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, was || the Public Lands. | 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration 


| of the bill from the Senate entitled ‘* An act to admit 


the State of Michigan into the Union upon an 
equal footing with the original States.” 
The question pending was on ordering the bill | 
to a third reading, 1] 
Mr. THOMAS entered into a full detail of the 
facts connected with this subject, from the first | 
application of the Territory of Michigan up to the 


| second convention last fall, and quoted a variety 


of documents and precedents on the subject. 
The debate was continued by Mr. HARDIN 
against the bill, when— 
Mr. VANDERPOEL moved an adjournment. 
Mr. THOMAS requested the gentleman to 


| substitute a motion to make this bill the order of 
| the day for to-morrow, to which Mr. VANDER- 


POEL assented, and made that motion accord- 


ingly. 

‘Mr. E. WHITTLESEY asked for the yeas | 
and nays. 

Mr. MERCER moved an adjournment; which | 
prevailed, and the House adjourned. 
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Ill 


of the Treasury to correct a clerical error in the 


award of the Commissidners under the French 
treaty; 

The bill authorizing tite President of the United 
States to furnish to each of the States an additional 
number of cannon for the use of the militia; and - 

The bill to establish a port of entry at Fall 


| river. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Moses Eliner; 

The bill to incorporate the Washington Man- 
ual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum So- 
ciety, in the city of Washington; 

The bill for the relief of James McCrory; 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy, of 
Arkansas; 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
sixteenth sections granted for the use of schools, 
and the location of other lands in lieu thereof; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


|| of Samuel W. Keene; 


IN SENATE. 


Frivay, January 20, 1837. | 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, in compliance with a resolution 


| of the Senate on the subject of the surveys of 
| Owls Head harbor, in the State of Maine; which, 


on motion of Mr. BENTON, was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, to which had been referred the petitions | 


report thereon; which was read. 
The bill to alter the times of holding the circuit || 
courts of the United States in the State of Ten- | 
| 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the | 
Public Lands, to which hed been referred the peti- | 


tion of the Chicago and Galena Railroad Company, 
reported a bill giving to said company the right of | 


| preémption to a quantity of land on certain con- 


ditions; which was read, and ordered to a second | 
reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, to which had been referred || 


| the petition of sundry citizens of Alexandria, || aloe of Actelion Poltlee: 


asking the aid of Congress for the completion of || 
their canal, reported a bill for their relief; which | 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 


Mr. KENT, from the Committee for the Dis- | 


the bill from the House to incorporate the Potomac || 


| Fire Insurance Company. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. || 


Mr. LINN presented, for the sanction of Con- | 
gress, the act of the Legislature of Wisconsin, to 
incorporate the stockholders of the Mineral Point 
Bank. 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of Thomas | 
R. Beale, of Alexandria, District of Columbia, | 
complaining of the conduct of the corporate author- | 
ities of said town; which was read, and referred || 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, | 

Also, the petition of the trustees of the Norwich || 
University, State of Vermont, praying for agrant | 
of land; which was referred to the Committee on | 


NOTICE OF BILL. | 
Mr. RIVES gave notice that he would to-mor- | 
row ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of | 


Thomas E, Parsons. 
HOUSE BILLS READ. 


The following bills from the House were sever- 
ally read and ordered to a second reading: 
The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary 


¢ 


The bill for the relief of certain officers of the 
United States sloop of war Boston; 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Caroline E. 
Clitherall, widow of Doctor George C. Clitherail, 
of the Army of the United States; 

The bill for the relief of William H. Robinson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and John W. Symington; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Nicholas 
Lachance and Joseph Placide; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 


| the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 


Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; 
The bill for the relief of Moses Van Canten; 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


| of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; 


The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix. 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of William 


| Cogswell; 


The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 


| Sury to compromise the claim of the United States 


on the Alleghany Bank of Pennsylvania; 

The act to fix the compensation of the senior 
clerk employed in the Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office; 

The bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick; 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; 

The bill for the relief of Charles G. Hunter; 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and the 
other heirs-at-law of Benjamin King, deceased; 

The bill for the payment of a debt due to the 


The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins 
and others; 

The bill for the relief of George W. Brand; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
William Eaton; and 

The bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 
ministrator of Michael Hogan, deceased. 

THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved to postpone the 

ef pecs orders for the purpose of taking up the 
ill designating and limiting the funds receivable 
for the revenues of the United States. 

Mr. WALKER opposed the motion, on the 
ground that it was more important to go on with 
the land bill, which had been set for to-day. 

After a discussion, in which Messrs. EWING of 
Ohio, King of Alabama, WALKER, and MOORE 
took part; Mr. Ewine’s motion was rejected— 
yeas 14, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Clay, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Moore, Nicho- 
las, Prentiss, Robbins, Swift, Tomlinson, and 
White—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Ala- 
bama, Linn, Morris, Niles, Page, Preston, Rives, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Talimadge, Tipton, 
Walker, and Wright—25. 

SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
was taken up as the special order of the day. 

The question was on Mr. Cray’s motion to re- 
consider the vote on adopting the amendment of 


112 
Mr. Monnss, which introduced the graduating 
principie. 


On taking thie question it was decided in the 
affirmative; so that the question recurred on 


—. 


agreeing to the motion as originally made by Mr. || 


Morais. 


ify his motion so as to limit the sales at the re- 
duced prices to small tracts of a quarter section 
and under. 

Mr. MORRIS accordingly modified his motion, 
to read as follows: 

**All lands that have been in the market for 
* more than ten years, to be sold at seventy-five 


* cents per acre; all lands that have been in the | 


* market for more than five years and less than ten, 
*to be sold at one dollar per acre; and all other 
‘ lands to be sold at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
* per acre; provided that no individual shall be per- 
* mitted to purchase more than a quarter section 
* of land at a price less than one dollar and twenty- 
* five cents per acre.”’ 

On taking the question on the motion of Mr. 
Morais, thus modified, it was lost: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Dana, Ewing 
of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King of 
Alabama, Linn, Moore, 
Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and White 
—18. 

NA YS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Ewing of Ohio, Hub- 
cae Kent, Niles, Page, prentiss, Preston, Rob- 


bins, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, and || 


Wright—19. 

Mr. WALKER then said, that as the principal 
object which the friends of the bill had in view had 
been defeated by the vote just taken, he would 
move to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, with a view to their presenting 
it in such a shape as would in some sort compen- 
sate the new States for the loss of the graduating 
principle. 

Mr. GRUNDY could not see any object to be 
attained by doing so. All theamendments of the 
committee were now before the Senate. He re- 
peated, that unless some good reason could be 
shown for recommitting the bill, it ought not to 
be done. 

Mr. WALKER felt oer solicitous for 
the passage of this bill, for it involved consequen- 
ces of the most vital importance to the country. 
He was certain that, if some measure was not 
adopted in order to bring down the revenue to the 
wants of the Government, (and this was one of 
the means by which that object could be accom- 
plished,) a greater convulsion would soon take 

lace than that which had happened in 1832. He 
had moved, in consequence of seeing the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Morris] 
stricken from the bill, that it be recommitted; for 
he feared that, unless that were done, it would be 
lost. He hoped, then, that Senators who wished 
the bill to become a law would vote for its recom- 
mitment. 

Mr. LINN could not we any necessity for 
recommitting the bill. The vote which he had 
just given was given under constraint. He had 


lature of Missouri. He had done so to carry out 
their views. He, however, approved more ofthe 
principle of limiting the sale of lands to actual 
settlers than to the principle of graduation. That 
principle operated better in the old than in the 
new States. He would much regret if the vote 
which he had given should endanger the passage 
of the bill. It was his opinion, that should the bill 
become a law, the effects of it would be to reduce 
the revenue of the Government considerably; and 
every one must see the importance of preventing 
asurplus. A surplus revenue he regarded as one 
of the greatest curses to which any country could 
be subject. He hoped, then, the bill would be- 
come astanding law, for it was calculated to be 
very beneficial in its effects on the whole Union. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, regretted that the 
Senator from Mississippi had made a motion to 
recommit. He contended that there was not the 
slightest necessity for recommitting the bill, and 
hoped that the gentleman would see the propriety 
of not pressing his motion. For although the 
Senator could not get absolutely and entirely all 
he wished, he should recollect that other gentle- 


i 
vated according to the instructions of the Legis- || 





| recommit would prevail. 
Mr. BENTON suggested to the mover to mod- || 
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man, taking different views of the subject, had to 
give up a equally important to their con- 
stituents. Mr. K. trusted that the motion to re- 
commit the bill would be rejected. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, hoped the motion to 
He was not in favor of 

iving the lands to actual settlers only; and, even 
if that scheme could be carried out, it would work 
unjustly to thousands. He argued that the bill 
would not reach the objects proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi. He (Mr. B.) had a 
projét in his mind, which would avoid the defects 
contained in this bill, and if the further considera- 


_ tion of the bill should be postponed till to-morrow, 
| he would;in the mean time, prepare his amend- 
| ment, and offer it at that time. 


Mr. MOORE maintained that unless there was 


| inserted in that bill a provision like that proposed 


by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Morais,] the 


_ bill would be unacceptable to the people of Alaba- 
| ma and himself. 


Mr. BENTON suggested that the Senator from 
Mississippi had better withdraw his motion to re- 


| commit, and let the gentleman from Ohio prepare 





| 
| 





his amendment, in order to fill up the vacancies 


| left in the bill. 
orris, Nicholas, Rives, || 


Mr. WALKER having withdrawn his motion 
to recommit the bill, moved further to amend it by 
striking out the words ‘three years ”’ and insert- 
ting ‘* one year ’’ for the time of residence to be 


| required from the purchaser before his receiving a 


patent. 
The debate was further continued b 


Messrs. 
GRUNDY, TIPTON, MOORE, 


EVIER, 


| WALKER, NILES, and BLACK, when 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Mr. ROBERTSON, on leave, presented a peti- 
tion from certain individuals engaged in the coal 


| mining business, praying that the duty on foreign 


coal might not be repealed. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
William Bowman; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting a pension to John M. 
Jewell; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads, to whom was committed 


a resolution directing them to inquire into the 
causes of the late conflagration of the Post Office 
department building, made a report on the subject; 
which, on Mr. C.’s motion, was laid on the table, 
together with the accompanying documents and 
testimony taken by the committee, and the whole 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Tabitha Boswell; which was read twice 
and committed. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay of the 
officers of the United State Marine Corps; which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report in the case of 
the heirs of Frederick White; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of William Thompson, of Indiana; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and the re- 
port be printed. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST. 


Mr. DAWSON moved a suspension of the rule 
for the purpose of taking up and considering the 
following resolution. Mr. D. explained that it was 
very important this resolution should be acted 
upon, as it referred to the provisions of a bill be- 
fore the House: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, the report 
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MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


The House then took up the following regoly. 
tion, submitted on a former day by Mr. Unngp. 
woop: 

** Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be 4j. 
‘rected to lay before this House a statement 
| ‘showing the mileage claimed, and the sums paid 
‘ therefor, to the members of this House, ak, 
‘ Delegates from Territories respectively, durin 
| the last and present session of Congress; and tha; 
| «he also procure and lay before thio Heese & simi- 

‘Jar statement in regard to the Senators in Cop. 
‘ gress.” 

Mr. Boon moved to strike out of the resolution 
that part relating to the mileage of the Senators of 
the United States. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Boow to lay the resolution on the table; and 

On this motion, Mr. Craia had called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative—yeas 40, nays 126; and the question 
recurring upon the amendment of Mr. Boon, it 
was rejected—ayes 58, noes not counted. 

Mr. ADAMS thought that the greatest respect 
| was due to the Senate of the United States; he 
| would suggest, therefore, that the Clerk of the 
House was a more appropriate officer to procure 
this information than the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thereupon modified his 
resolution by inserting the word ** Clerk,” instead 
of ‘* Sergeant-at-Arms.”” 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, sent the 
following amendment to the Chair: 

And be it further resolved, That a select commit- 
tee of five be appointed, with power to send for 
persons and papers, to inquire into and report to 
this House what deduction, if any, the members 
of the House of Representatives have made in 
their accounts for per diem compensation when 
absent in attendance on the Supreme Court of the 
United State, or on the courts of adjacent States, 
or on their own private business elsewhere. 

Before the question was put, Mr. C. said that, , 
personally, he cared nothing for the adoption of 
| the resolution submitted by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop.] He was as able 
to bear its pressure as any other man, but he pro- 
tested against the imputation which it seemed to 
cast upon many members of this body. Sir, / 
charge my mileage by the river route, as being the 
way usually traveled to the seat of Government, 
upon a principle sanctioned by a distinguished gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Cray,] when he occupied that chair, 
and by every Speaker who has succeeded him. 
When my deceased colleague (Gen. Dickson) 
and myself arrived here last winter, we were igno- 
rant of the rule. He inquired, looked at the record, 
and found that our predecessors had charged by 
the river route-—the only one ever traveled; that 
the members from Louisiana and other States had 
adopted the same practice for years; that it was 
sustained here by official decisions, and we charged 
accordingly 

Sir, for our privations, fatigues, and exposure 
on our way hither, no money can compensate us. 
We were ice bound in the Ohio for days, and de- 
| tained week after week for want of a conveyance. 
My colleague sunk under its effects, and I have 
never recovered from it. Sir, print these facts in 
your resolutions; publish them in ROMAN CAPITALS, 
and send an electioneering handbill to every plan- 
tation in Mississippi. Tell my constituents that 
you, who have refused time after time to grant 
them relief—to give them the poor privilege of 
preémption to purchase their hard-earned homes; 
that you who have monopolized all the public 
treasure; that you, who tax our labor and indus- 
try with a high tariff, and then distribute out the 

roceeds by millions to yourselves, and a few piti- 
ul thousands to us; that you believe that their 
representatives are paid too much for traveling t 
the seat of Government! Sir, do Bey think they 
will disturb the honored ashes of the dead to pro- 
nounce a verdict against him? If my colleague 














